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Bush Week ’06 v The real Beaconsh'eld heroes v Youth issues v 
Joining the public service v Heaps of reviews v and much more 
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Kakuma Refugee Camp 

Melanie Poole on her experi- 
ences working as a UN volunteer 
for refugees on the Sudan-Kenya 
border. P. 13 
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driu purri 


Jamila Rizvi explains some of the 
act’s more progressive laws. You’ll 
never cringe to be a Canberran 
again! 

© haruki murakami 

Ben Naparstek interviews Japan’s 
Nobel-laureate-in-waiting, and 
asks why he’s so concerned about 
his homeland. 

© school closures 

Anthony Mannering argues that 
Jon Stanhope’s school closures are 
sad but necessary. 


Bush Week 2006! 

Get ready for the best party since 
O-Week as the ANU Students’ As- 
sociation and Woroni inspire you 
to bin your reputation. P. 28 


© enviro-activism © beaconsfield 


Jacqui Nield summarises envi- 
ronmental activism in the last few 
decades and explains what the 
ANU Enviro Collective is up to. 

© the architecture 
of happiness 

Alex Douglas interviews Alain de 
Botton on his new book. 

© scav hunt 

The list you need to see! Collect 
and celebrate with randomness! 


Pat Delaney celebrates Australia. 

© oz Zealand 

Toby Halligan on why we need to 
merge. 

©joining the a p s. 

Pip Blackwood on her effort to 
become a lady of leisure. 

© youth issues 

Alex Rafalowicz on what’s wrong 
with the Youth Roundtable. 
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Woroni is the official publication of 

the anu Students Association. Opin- 
ions are not necessarily those of the 
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Editorial 


An open letter 

The Student Association routinely censors this publication. To express our 
resentment at this, the editorial is turned over to an open letter from Alex 
Douglas to the censors of Woroni - the Directorate of Student Publications. 


Dear DSP, 

I am writing you this open let- 
ter in response to your comments 
on my “Black Texta” article. 

Thank you for taking the time 
to make your statement. I appre- 
ciate your accepting my invitation 
to publicly discuss these issues. 

I argued that Woroni needs to 
be clear about what it is. The edi- 
tors want it to be a public forum; 
you want it to meet certain crite- 
ria compatible with your role as 
caretakers of the student body. 

My feeling is that the former is 
the right way to go, but this isn’t a 
hardline moral judgment. 

What is wrong, to my mind, is 
allowing Woroni to appear to be 
open and then to censor it. This 
is easily remedied by a clear, pub- 
lic decision as to what the nature 
of the magazine is to be; thank 
you for complying with this. The 
rest of what I say will be critical, 
though not, I hope, offensive. 

I think your implication that 
we get our “information" about 
free speech from Law and Order 
was a little unfair. I didn’t think 
we were discussing information at 
all. I think most pro-open forum 
pieces in the issue before last were 
advocating free speech as a kind 
of normative ideal, rather than 
making a statement about a mat- 
ter of fact (i.e., that we as Austral- 
ians possess a legal right to free 
speech). 

While the information you 
published about the Australian 
and US legal systems maybe inter- 
esting for law students, it has no 
bearing on the ideological question 


of free speech. 

You claim to be introducing 
“those few pesky facts... that may 
better inform [our] perspective”. 
By “pesky”, you mean completely 
irrelevant. What makes our per- 
spective is neither information 
nor misinformation. Rather, it is 
a speculative sense of how things 
are done best. The same goes, I 
daresay, for your perspective. 
Facts alone are seldom enough 
to change one’s sense of what is 
best. The factual absence of a legal 
precedent, for example, does not 
change my moral opinion that the 
world would not be worse if most 
lawyers were made into pig feed. 

I made it clear that I don’t advo- 
cate free speech with no qualifica- 
tions. 

Gratuitously yelling "Bomb!” 
in a crowded airport is not some- 
thing we should tolerate. Pure big- 
oted abuse is hurtful and useless; 
we don’t lose anything by refusing 
to publish it, except where the line 
becomes blurred between argu- 
ment and abuse. 

I thought I should acknowl- 
edge that we agree on these things 
before discussing our many disa- 
greements. 

You say that “telling a co-worker 
her skirts are too short or not 
short enough is not free speech.” 
Here you have really confused me. 
Mostly you seem to argue that 
free speech isn’t always good, that 
“there are always limits”. 

On that we agree. But in that 
last statement you seem to imply 


that morally unacceptable locu- 
tions aren’t even free speech. That 
makes me very unsure about your 
definition of free speech. But be- 
sides that, it seems to mean that 
your logically consistent position 
would be to say that free speech is 
always good, since the limitations 
on what is acceptable are identical 
with those of what is free speech, 
rather than the former falling 
somewhere within the latter. 

My confusion is compounded when 
I look at your other examples. You 
point out that ignoring the writ of 
habeas corpus, locking up asylum 
seekers, gay-bashing, and spitting 
on Muslims are not free speech. 

I agree without hesitation; not 
only are those acts not free speech, 
they are not even speech. 

How is making a list of unlove- 
ly acts any kind of argument? Let 
me say that committing genocide, 
pushing old ladies into traffic, and 
upholding anusa’s pro -censorship 
constitution are not free speech. 
Is that an argument in my favour 
or yours? Is it any kind of argu- 
ment at all? 

Next, I should express an ideo- 
logical aversion to the type of ar- 
gument you employ when noting 
that “It is... disputable that there 
is free speech anywhere in the 
world.” 

Many, many things to which we 
ideologically aspire do not actually 
exist anywhere in the world. 

Moreover, even to say that 
pursuing an ideal in the broader 
world is doomed to failure is not 
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& THE ARMY. THE EDGE 


If you’re a uni student, being an Officer in your 
local Army Reserve unit is a great way to 
develop leadership skills that will benefit you in 
your future career. It's also a real opportunity to 
get outdoors, do something different and meet 
new people. It’s not a huge commitment, and 
you'll receive tax-free pay that won't affecl your 
Austudy. Call 13 19 Ol for details about our 
next information session. Or visit 
www.defencejobs.gov.au/ 
studentpub/officer 
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to argue that it should not be the 
rule in managing the affairs of one 
small student publication. 

But your argument seems 
more to be a kind of medieval ar- 
gument from authority: “Since no 
governments practise it, it can’t be 
any good!” What’s that, St Paul’s 
Letter to the Romans? That really 
is an argument controvertible by 
plain fact: No governing body has 
ever ground itself into pig feed. 
But that would be certainly good, 
for pigs and people. 

More relevant here is your 
argument from the authority of 
ANUSA’s constitution: "You now 
know the limits enacted into ANU- 
SAs constitution and related regu- 
lations.” I’m sorry - we now know 
what is “enacted" into the ANUSAs 
constitution? Enacted by whom? 
When did the student body agree 
to that? You now know: you’re just 
a bunch of students with a docu- 
ment nobody read or signed. 

You say, “We believe that this 
forum \Woroni\ should be as open 
as. possible. But we do not agree 
that it should be a free-for-all re- 
pository of offensive crap.” 

Nobody suggested that. None 
of us wants to publish a magazine 
full of abuse. I suggest, though, 
that there is something rather 
simplistic about your method of 
enforcing the ANUSA’s duty of care 
to students through censorship. 

It seems to me that you simply 
black out words and phrases that 
pertain to certain topics. I tried in 
my article to suggest some prob- 
lems with this. It doesn’t appear 
to protect anybody to black out 
words in contexts which leave it 
painfully obvious what the word 
was. 

Since you squarely ban cer- 
tain topics, rather than exercising 


something like sensible discretion 
as to what is abuse and what is 
discussion, you appear simply to 
sequester ugly opinions into dark 
corners where they can be nei- 
ther exposed nor discussed. That 
looks more like a gratuitous show 
of power than a dedication to stu- 
dent welfare. And you confirm our 
suspicions when as a rule you pre- 
fer to inform than to discuss the 
ANUSA constitution. 


another. We do not think Woroni 
should be a vehicle for hale. anJg 
we know that you do not simply. . 
impose arbitrary standards of 
censorship. 

My problem with you is not 
that you censor Worom. It is that a 
black Texta, in your hands, seems 
a very blunt instrument. That, and 
not. Kgal precedents or unquali- 
tied tolerance for abuse, is the is- 
suehere. ; 

Best wishes, 

Alex Douglas 


I hope we now understand o: 
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Chubbasaurus receives 
Queen’s Birthday honours 


anu Vice-chancellor Professor Ian 
Chubb has received the nation’s 
highest civic honour in this year’s 
Queen's Birthday honours. 

The awards also recognised 
other luminaries such as Bert 
Newton, Olivia Newton John, and 
SBS soccer commentator Les Mur- 
ray. 

Chubb was one of only seven 
people this year appointed a Com- 
panion of the Order of Australia, 
the others including artist Mar- 
garet Olley, Australian Olympic 
Committee president John Coates, 
former Northern Territory chief 
minister Shane Stone, and Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Corporation 
chairman Donald McDonald. 

Professor Chubb told The Can- 
berra Times that he was humble 
about the award, having previous- 
ly been appointed an Officer of the 
Order of Australia in 1999. 

“You feel honoured and you 
realise you’re just the tip of a big 
pyramid of people that helped get 
you there,’’ he said. 


Vice-chancellor of the ANU 
since 2001, Professor Chubb said it 
was impossible not to feel stimu- 
lated and engaged in his role. 

“It’s the best job in Australia, 
the best vice-chancellor’s job in 
Australia. 

It’s got great 
people, it’s a 
great insti- 
tution,” he 
said. 

Profes- 
sor Chubb, 

62, previ- 
ously vice- 
chancellor 
at Flinders 
University 
in Adelaide 
for six years, 
received his 
award for 
“service to 
higher edu- 
cation in- 
cluding re- 
search and 


development policy in the pursuit 
of advancing the national interest 
socially, economically, culturally 
and environmentally and to the 
facilitation of a knowledge-based 
global economy.” 




Iceland is the best place countries, with Iceland topping 
to live in the world, a the list. 

study conducted by anu Australia came a close second, 
economist Andrew Leigh At the bottom end Russians, 
has found. Ukrainians, Romanians, and Bul- 

The study measured garians were ranked as the most 
aspects of wellbeing miserable. 

such as life-expectancy, OECD statistics suggested some 

education, and living poorer countries such as Mexico 
standards. and Nigeria were happier than 

It then ranked the more developed countries. 
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ANU: Icelanders , Aussies happiest 
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Uni to help ANUSA provide 
services, but some to go 


The ANU will prop up campus 
services in the wake of voluntary 
student unionism, which has now 
come into effect. 

However, it says students may 
face extra charges to use some fa- 
cilities previously administered by 
the union, such as sports venues. 

Student services director Tim 
Beckett says the university has set 
aside $1 million to help the student 
union provide certain services. 

“It’s the services that the Stu- 
dent Union itself provides and 
most of those are directed to clubs 
and societies in the university. 

“I think those are essential 
just to keep the sense of univer- 
sity community alive - things like 
international student matters, a 


legal aid service that the student 
association provided,” he told the 
ABC. 

“We've budgeted an extra $1 
million this year which we will pro- 
vide to the Student Association to 


help them support their essential 
services - the things that they do 
like advocacy and legal aid and so 
on - and we’ve been working with 
the Student Association to make 
sure that all this is done.” 


Biographical dictionary goes online 


A new online database will allow 
free public access to the life stories 
of people who have played an im- 
portant role in Australia’s history. 

The anu’s Dictionary of Biogra- 
phy Online is launching a website 
with 10,000 biographical articles 
and search options. 

Online manager Darryl Bennet 
says the online database will cater 


for anyone with an interest in his- 
tory. 

“You can make it do quite com- 
plex searches but you can also 
make it do very simple ones, like 
find bushrangers or people in- 
volved in any theme in history,” he 
said. 

The website is: <http://www. 
adb.online.anu.edu.au> 


$125 million for ANU from Commonwealth 


An immediate $125 million one-off 
capital funding boost for the ANU 
was announced in May’s federal 
budget. 

The capital has been earmarked 
to maintain and upgrade campus 
buildings and facilities. 

The funding is the first major 
grant for capital works received 
since the 1970s and comes as the 
university gears up to mark the 
sixtieth anniversary of its found- 
ing. 

“This is a welcome boost and 


the AMU is extremely pleased,” 
Professor Ian Chubb said. 

It's tangible evidence of the 
government’s commitment to 
maintaining the university as a 
vital and national institution with 
an important role to play on the 
world stage.” 

“The former education minis- 
ter, Dr Brendan Nelson, took on 
board the concerns we had about 
our infrastructure, and gave me 
personally and [the] ANU his full 
support. 


“It wouldn’t have happened 
without him. 

“That commitment was contin- 
ued by the current Education Min- 
ister, Julie Bishop. Her support as 
the Minister with carriage was vi- 
tal, and it wouldn’t have happened 
without her either. 

“I’m truly grateful that she 
should take this up on behalf of 
ANU so soon after her appoint- 
ment as minister, and that she 
would support us so strongly," 
Professor Chubb said. 



Ursula Hall presents 

The Wonderful Wizard Of Oz 

[ 








7pm, Friday 4th August & Saturday 5th August 
Tickets $10 - available from Ursula Hall ANU 
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Worovti editors: net 
dating geek-virgins 
with small 


ruse and James still doesn't know f 
what sex is. I am sure everyone 
was very touched by your open- 
ness, Matt. 

So: what can we learn from the 
last issue? How can we improve? 

It seems that James should 
write about something he has ac- 
tually done. Toby should write 
about something he cares most 
about. And Matt, well Matt still 
needs more time alone on the in- 
ternet. So in the spirit of improv- 
ing Woroni I suggest the next is- 
sue be simply titled: Woroni Issue 4: 
The Toby Halligan Special. 

Cheers, 

Trevor 

Express yourself instantly with 
MSN Messenger! 


penises 

Wow guys, a sex issue, who saw 
that coming? 

ANU students haven’t been ex- 
posed to such uninspired vomit 
since... well, at the very least since 
the previous issue. Woroni is really 
moving from strength to strength 
this year. 

Now, there are some readers 
out there who won’t be aware of 
this but the sex issue was actu- 
ally an important milestone in 
the lives of the Woroni editorial 
team. I wanted to take a moment 
to share some of their stories with 
the adoring public. 

For James Robertson, talk- 
ing sex brought to mind the old 
chicken and the egg story. It was 
an opportunity for Jame-s t„ write 




. . 


We wi 
Joshua Gordon- Carr 


ning a competition 
"Win a chance to 
punch Joshua Gordon-Carr in the 
face!” would receive a lot more en- 
tries. Furthermore it would be no 
less than he deserves. 

If you do publish this letter I’d 
appreciate it if you withheld my 
name. 

Yours sincerely, 
Anonymous Coward 


Editorial Reply 

We’re, like, sooo 
beyond responding! 

This is just so typical of Trevor. 
One minute you’re helping him 
put together his display booth at 
Chelsea Flower Show, and the next 
minute he’s ripping your heart out 
through his barbed witticisms. 

Well, Trevor, if three effemi- 
nate, sexually ambiguous young 
men can’t run a magazine without 
invoking your scorn then perhaps 
you can advise us next time. 

I’m not saying Trevor is miss- 
ing a testicle. Actually I am. Go to 
hell, Trev. 


deal with an issue 


- j^mienc'el^^^^^h^nows ; James 
will appreciate his new-found lev- 
el of maturity. 

For Toby Halligan it was about 
facing his... smallest fears. The 
publication of Megan Leahy’s arti- 
l|pl - cle on penis size began a new era 
H ' r in Toby’s life, one which he has re- 
ally grasped with, well, one hand. 

And finally, Matt Laing. Matt’s 
journey was about confession. In 

K tree page spread on gay dating 
tt publically exposed his own 
rete shame - an internet dat- 
addiction. You went online just 
/rite the article? Of course you 
. You didn’t really meet up with 


mm 


Editorial Reply 

So do we 


Well, we agree. Josh Gordon-Carr, 
despite a legally binding contract 
that we wrote on the back of a 
cocktail napkin, has refused to 
actually have the date with the 
winner of the competition we ad- 
vertised in the last issue. 

This refusal has brought Un- 
ion-ANUSA relations to a new low, 
except Shobaz, whom we all love. 

Joshua Gordon-Carr, you’re on 
notice. 


PS: Thanks for the tip about MSN 
Messenger. We may or may not al- 
ready be acquainted with this tech- 
nology. 7 


of the potential dates you met 
me? Of course you didn’t. Even 
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NNUENDO FROM THE COLLEGES 


able way to stage a sorority pillow 
fight. After all, the wigs do com- 
plement the baby blue motif they 
have had running for a while. 

Alternatively, Faster, Higher, 
Stronger seems to be the motto for 
the admissions crew at Johns. It is 
kinda funny to us that the popula- 
tion of Johns and their win ratio 
seems out of proportion compared 
to the rest of the colleges. Any 
analysis of Johns’ presence on 
campus has to include a mention 
of their dominance of all manly 
sports and some not-so-manly 
ones as well. And seeing as we’ve 
mentioned it, that’s all we have to 
say on the matter. 


College Snitch 


At The Daley News, we believe that 
behind every muscular, abrasive 
tank there stands an equally mus- 
cular woman. 

For this reason, we think it im- 
portant to include in our analysis 
what it is to be (or to have) a Johns 
Girl. For what we value most of all 
about Johns Girls is their magnet- 
ic personality. Nowhere will you 
find a larger collection of witty, 
charismatic brunettes as strut the 
great halls of Johns College. 

A gay man looking for a smoke- 
screen/fag hag would choose a clue- 
less blonde. And that, ladies and 
gentlemen, is why this panel has 
come to the conclusion that for all 
their wig-wearing, arse-slapping 
homophobic jockism, obviously 
Johns Boys are as straight as they 
cum. ■ 


To ensure we fairly misrepre- 
sent all the colleges and get out all 
the gossip, we need your help. So 
please, send us in all of the dirty 
gossip and spiteful stories that 
you have on college affairs. 

To whet your appetite, let’s see 
if the Johns “Boys” myth is based 
in reality or whether guys from 
Johns are just all given steroids on 
arrival and are, at heart, sensitive 
new age guys. So we ask: Johns 
Boys - gay or straight? 

It has come to pass over the last 
little while that the Johns Resi- 
dents Association - or, as we like 
to call it, Sasha’s Boys Club - has 
implemented a number of policies 
that beg the question. 

Why did Sasha and the boys 
force all freshers to wear bibs dur- 
ing O Week? And what the hell is 
with the Wig-Off? Gay? We think At The Daley News, we have no 
so. shame and value your bitching, 

Maybe Johns are just trying moaning and legal action. It will 
to tart up their image to make it probably confirm our opinions of 
more consistent with the rest of you anyway. 

the fairly liberal college commu- Send us something to fill our 

nity vibe. Not likely though. More otherwise meaningless existences 
likely it seems to us that Johns c/o Woroni. 

Boys are just looking for an accept- woroni@anu.edu.au 


It is a fact that inter-college news 
is made Daley. Where there is in- 
ter-college interaction, intrigue 
and intercourse, it is fair to as- 
sume that there will be conflict. 

Where there is conflict, from 
now on it is fair to assume that 
College Snitch will be there. Tired 
of all this indie student politics 
bullshit, College Snitch has been 
created to take on the big ques- 
tions in life. 


• Why is it that all Ursies people 
look funny? 

• Is Burgmann trying to affiliate 
as a satellite campus with Syd- 
ney Uni? 

• Why are B&G ressies impover- 
ished bogans who only eat tuna 
pasta? 

• Does Bruce Hall really enforce a 
“Green” policy? 

• Where is Fenner? 

• And do people actually live at 
Toad Hall? Does anybody actu- 
ally care? 

These are some of the many 
questions that we are going to try 
to explore over the next few issues 
of The Daley News. 
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Australian Government 


Making tax easier 
for young people 


■Mtm 

. mm .... 


Are you aged between 14 and 25 years? 

: ■ ■ : " 7 : - 

Do you know that our website has a 
youth section? 

Designed in consultation with young people, the 
view takes you straight to tax information that is 
relevant to younger taxpayers, including: 

■ how to do a tax return >. 


how to do a tax return 
i what to do when you start a job 

, -V‘, ' ' 

how much tax you have to pay. 

- : . V ‘ ■> f 




You can access this tax information 24 hours 


a day, seven days a week - simply visit 

http://www.ato.gov.au/youth 


Australian Taxation Office 
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Our dark role in 
East Timor’s troubles 



Amongst the recent escalation of 
violence in East Timor and Aus- 
tralia’s agreement to once again 
send troops into the troubled mi- 
cro-state, many commentators 
have increasingly professed Aus- 
tralia’s duty toward and responsi- 
bility for the young nation. 

The deep political divisions be- 
tween President Xanana Gusmau 
and Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri 
over the control of East Timor’s 
armed forces, amongst the many 
underlying ethnic and geographi- 
cal tensions, reflect the nation’s 
instability and are similar to the 
problems many nations go through 
for years after independence. 

It is clear that Indonesia is 
slowly becoming less resentful to- 
wards Australia for its role in East 
Timor since 1998-1999 and that, 
if tensions between the nations 
have the ability to be significantly 
dajnaged, it is most likely to be 
with regard to any perceived sup- 
port by Australia of West Papuan 


independence movements. 

However, no matter how well- 
intentioned many of Australians’ 
opinions and actions may be to- 
wards East Timor, I believe they 
are nevertheless misplaced. Not 
only this, but these misinformed 
intentions reflect a growing trend 
in historical ignorance, denial and 
distortion by political actors. 

Responsible? 

Over and over I hear the same 
rhetoric about Australia’s respon- 
sibility for East Timor being born 
out of our push for East Timorese 
independence and the resulting 
INTERFET intervention of 1999. 

It is said that we were one 
of the prime actors - or even the 
prime actor - in bringing about 
East Timorese independence and 
as such are the ones responsible 
for the ensuing trials and tribula- 
tions of a young, developing, ma- 
turing state. 










T.-lL'l 



However, all this does is give 
foreign-policy makers yet another 
opportunity to remind all Austral- 
ians and the world about how gen- 
erous we were back in 1999; how 
we were willing to confront the 
"white man’s burden” and help out 
our ailing, can’t-help-themselves 
neighbours. Thus, when Austral- 
ian troops are sent once again into 
East Timor, it is yet another occa- 
sion for self-congratulatory back- 
slapping and yet another chance 
for Australia to follow in the foot- 
steps of the USA and infantilise 
and patronise its cute, mischie- 
vous, adopted children. 

1975, not 1999, is our burden 

While I believe that Australia 
holds a deep responsibility and 
duty towards East Timor, I believe, 
conversely, that this was not born 
out of 1999. 

Rather, I believe it was created 
in 1975 upon the Indonesian inva- 
sion of a recently-decolonised East 
Timor. This was the time at which 
Australia was given a real oppor- 
tunity to undertake the nurturing 
and support of an oppressed and 
vilified nation. Australia was not 
a helpless bystander to Indonesia’s 
imperial and economic motiva- 
tions towards East Timor; we were 
an active supporter of it. During 
the twelve months leading up to 
the invasion, both Richard Wool- 
cott and G ough Whitlam expressed 
to the Suharto regime their strong 
support for the annexation of East 
Timor while turning a blind eye 
to the inevitable violent suppres- 
sion that it was quite clear would 
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Redesigning the past 


Why it counts 


donesia, but Suharto was also 
concerned with the effect such an 
action may have upon his relation- 
ship with Australia. 

Australia and the USA were just 
as important to Indonesia as Indo- 
nesian was to them. If Australia 
had acted with the USA to strongly 
persuade Suharto to abandon his 
grandiose ambitions, it would not 
have been impossible for both na- 
tions to maintain their strategic, 
political, and economic relations 
with Indonesia while at the same 
.^ftime relieving East Timor of yet 
Jglanother era of colonisation, vio- 
ijll ent suppression, and economic 
Jlpharvesting. 

jpg-' Essentially, if Australia had 
m been willing to act in 1975 as it 
glpfhad in 1999, East Timor may have 
fe now been 31 years into relative 
^^independence rather than a mere 
fit, "seven. As a result, I see Australia’s 

■ don toward East Timor as 
ng upon its approval of the 
wasion; the event that cre- 
lmost twenty-five years of 
:e and ethnic tensions and 
ise to the problems which 
'imor is still attempting to 
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In the summer holidays of 2004- 
2005, Melanie Poole worked as 
a United Nations volunteer in 
Kakuma Refugee Camp, on the 
Kenya-Sudan border. 

While there she helped to set 
up a creche. Following is a sum- 
mary of her experiences. 


That Which Eats You Up Is the Thing Nearest You 


(I was working for the UNHCR). 

The area surrounding Kakuma 
is the poorest in Kenya. Both the 
refugees and indigenous Turkana 
people live in grim conditions. The 
harsh climate makes it difficult to 
maintain a food supply, and, for 
most people, there is no hope of 
involvement in economic activity. 

Our group included lawyers, 
builders, hairdressers, students of 
all types, a fireman, and nurses. 
We hoped we would make a last- 


- very tolerant) and Don Bosco 
(staunch missionaries), and health 
was handled by the International 
Rescue Committee (IRC). 

When I mentioned my expe- 
rience in childcare, the UNHCR 
asked me to co-ordinate a project 
in the Equatorial community. I 
worked with a group of women to 
establish a creche where teenage 
mothers could leave their children 
while they attended school. 

The idea for the project had 


November in Nairobi’s cheapest 
youth hostel is hot, damp, and 
smelly. It was thus with great an- 
ticipation that I awaited the bus to 
Kakuma - which arrived in “Afri- 
can Time”: three hours late. Cram- 
ming eighty volunteers, backpacks 
and a month's supply of cabbage 
into the ancient vehicle took an- 
other two. We set off at 1 a.m. 

The journey was meant to take 
18 hours. With multiple break- 
downs, getting marooned between 
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flooded rivers, and a frightening 
3 a.m. drive through bandit coun- 
try with our back wheel falling off, 
it took 32. 

Kakuma Girls School, a con- 
crete compound which was our 
temporary home, was a relief to 


see. 


We had come to Kenya to work for 
various NGOs at the refugee camp 


ing impact. 

Most of the UNHCR’s work 
managing Kakuma Refugee Camp 
seemed to be co-ordination, with 
practical tasks being delegated 
to eight NGOs. Shelter, for exam- 
ple, was handled by World Vision, 
food distribution was carried out 
by the World Food Program, edu- 
cation was shared among the Lu- 
theran World Foundation (lwf 


come from the older women, who 
wanted the younger mothers to 
be educated. My job was to meet 
with the women daily, remotivate 
them, and develop a structure 
which could continue as an inde- 
pendent community project. 

I was also asked to teach the 
women what I knew about child- 
care. This was daunting, since my 
experience had been in western 
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study, or just party for a while? 
When I asked Alice about her 
dreams, she gave me a withering 
look. “What dreams?” she asked 
me. “Where can I go?” 

Other women had similar sto- 
ries. When the teenage mothers 
joined us, I was startled by how 
young they were. I was teaching 
parenting to girls not much older 
than children I babysat at home. 

It was so frustrating to see 
them in such an unfair and unac- 
ceptable situation and know that 
I couldn’t change things - at least 
not enough. At the same time I 
was inspired to do my best with 
the project - even if it was a drop 
in the ocean. 


The greatest difficulty was the cul- 
ture of dependency. The women 
kept insisting the UNHCR had to 
provide food for the children in 
the creche. Firstly, this was im- 
possible since it was the WFP that 
provided food, but in any case it 
would have defeated the purpose 
of an independent and sustainable 
creche. 

We would discuss the issues 
and agree, only for the same top- 
ic to be brought up the following 
day. Eventually I decided to bring 
all the toys we had for the creche 
to show the women, telling them 
it was their decision whether to 
accept what was being offered or 
abandon the project. 

This tactic seemed to work. 

We officially opened the creche 
the day before I was due to leave. 
To celebrate, we threw a party 
and around two hundred children 
showed up! 

The creche’s capacity was forty 
and it was 44°c on the day of the 
party. But the women somehow 
entertained all the children, sing- 
ing songs inside the mud brick hut 
with the fifty smallest kids and 
playing ball games outside with 
the others. 

One of the few songs the chil- 


homes and centres. I knew about 
hygienic procedures, nutrition, 
which activities and toys were ap- 
propriate for different ages, and 
basic first aid. 

But how does one apply this Trampled lives 
knowledge in a place where there 
is no such thing as nappies or first 
aid kits, where the concern isn't 
about nutrition, but rather finding 
anything for the children to eat? 

I soon discovered there was 
a serious alcohol problem in the 
Equatorial community. 

The women had been in the 
camp for years and most had lost 
hope of their lives improving. 

They often traded rations or sex- 
ual favours in return for a toxic 


“local brew”. The drinking gener- 
ally started around midday, so our 
meetings had to be in the early 
morning. 


I got to know some of the wom- 
en very well. I became close to a 
woman named Alice, an eighteen- 
year-old mother of two. Both her 
children were the product of rape; 
the first by an enemy soldier and 
the second in the camp. 

Her family had been murdered 
in front of her. 

I remembered that when I was 
eighteen everything seemed pos- 
sible. Should I travel the world, 
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dren sung in English went: “We go, 
we go, we go / far, far away / please 
take us away / let’s go, let’s go.” 

I spent my last morning brief- 
ing my replacement. When I ar- 
rived at the creche, there were 
children everywhere. The women 
told me seven hundred children 
had shown up: the word had gotten 
around. 

Clearly the task of limiting 
the creche to the group of teenage 
mothers it was meant for was go- 
ing to be difficult. 

It felt wrong to be leaving be- 
fore things were running smooth- 
ly, and on my last day I was a bit 
of an emotional wreck. I expected 
the women to feel resentful that I 
was going back to my comfortable 
Western life with so much more 
hard work still to done. 

Instead, they gave me a fare- 
well that was so appreciative I felt 
uncomfortable. They kept trying 
to say I was an “angel from God” 
and giving me jewellery they’d 
made, despite the fact that I had 
done very little in comparison to 
them. 

Refugee camps aren’t as 
temporary as you might think 


If I learnt one lesson at Kakuma, it 
was that refugee camps are not the 
temporary places I once imagined. 
I think it’s a common Western per- 
ception that refugees either get re- 
patriated or else they migrate. 

But Kakuma taught me that for 
many the situation is permanent. 

Many refugees cannot be re- 
patriated. Few are accepted to an- 
other country. The UNCHR workers 
told me that in Kakuma only two 
to three hundred cases a year are 
accepted out of 86,000 people. 

They also cannot move around 
Kenya. Refugees have children 
in camps. Those children have 
children. People remain in these 
places until they die. 

I think we also imagine camps 
as sanctuaries. A great many ngos 
are working hard to ensure that 


this is so, constantly trying to im- 
prove conditions. 

But in reality most refugee 
camps are rife with violence, cor- 
ruption, disease, and crime. They 
are dangerous places, where wom- 
en are raped, tribal warfare con- 
tinues, and people are attacked 
by bandits - in many cases, the 
very same people from whom they 
fled. 

My time. at Kakuma was confront- 
ing, challenging, wonderful, and 
devastating. 

Although it sounds diched, I 
can honestly say that Kakuma has 
forever changed my life and the 
way I view the world. ■ 
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Jamila Rizvi reviews some notable ACT laws 


I’m Canberra-born and bred. I 
know that I’m now expected to 
cover my face with mock shame 
and express my relentless ambi- 
tion to “get out of this hole the 
second I finish my degree” but I’m 
not going to. 

As socially suicidal as it is to 
say, I actually love living in Can- 
berra. Sure, there aren’t as many 
nightclubs as Sydney and the cafes 
aren’t as trendy as in Melbourne 
but I think there’s a need for more 
ANU students to embrace the city 
they live in. 

Canberra is exceptional for so 
many reasons and it’s more than 
just our politics and porn laws. 
In fact a whole heap of Canber- 
ra’s laws were either the first of 
their kind in Australia or unique 
to this jurisdiction. Unfortunately 
though it is often these unique 
laws which people are most apt to 
understand. 

Toby and James asked me to 
write an article dispelling some of 
the myths about ACT law but I hope 
it will do more than just that. 

Hopefully this article will 
make a few more people appreciate 
that Canberra’s laws show a true 
commitment, particularly by the 
Stanhope Labor government to 
equality, diversity and humanity 
- something which should make 
you proud to live in this city. 

It should also clarify exactly 
how much pot you can legally have 
with you at any one time. © 

Australia’s first ‘Bill of Rights’ 

The act’s Human Rights Act was 
enacted in 2004 and we all gave a 
great sigh of relief: now we have 
rights! 

Okay, we laugh about it because 
day-to-day life doesn’t really seem 
to have changed much since then. 


But although the practical applica- 
tion of the Act hasn’t yet affected 
many ANU students, its enactment 
is a huge historical step for Aus- 
tralia (the only western country 
without a national Bill of Rights) 
and is greatly symbolic. 

The Act largely protects the 
rights of people (and note that the 
right to life only applies from the 
time of birth) as listed in the In- 
ternational Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. 

It enshrines such rights as 
freedom of speech, the right to 
privacy, the right to a fair trial and 
equality before the law. Unlike an 
American-style Bill of Rights it is 
not entrenched, but is a flexible 
Act of parliament, which can be 
altered to move with the beliefs 
and morals of the day. 

Interestingly, the Act also de- 
livers only modest power to the 
courts, with the ultimate power 
over the Act (including interpreta- 
tion which is normally the exclu- 
sive domain of the judiciary) being 
awarded to the Legislative Assem- 
bly - the people’s representatives. 

Prostitution and pornography 

This is what non-territorians best 
know us for - anything and every- 
thing that goes down in Fyshwick. 
Here I’ll just clarify some miscon- 
ceptions: 

• Prostitution is largely dealt with 
by the Prostitution Act, not the 
criminal code. 

• There is a registration system for 
brothels and escort agencies. 

• They can only be located in cer- 
tain suburbs. 

• The sale and manufacture of 
pornographic material is legal, 
however harsh criminal penal- 
ties are involved with child por- 
nography. 
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• The large majority of offences 
relate to children and the trans- 
mission of STDS. 

In short there is a legal and 
hopefully safe sex industry oper- 
ating in the ACT. 

Abortion: a crime? 

Abortion is no longer a crime fol- 
lowing the Crimes (Abolition of Of- 
fence of Abortion) Act 2002. 

However, other legislation pro- 
vides that only registered medical 
practitioners can carry out abor- 
tions and that ministerial approv- 
al is required to register medical 
facilities, which can perform abor- 
tions. 

This legislation ensures that 
abortion in Canberra is safe, legal, 
and accessible. 

How many plants are too 


This is perhaps the law which at- 
tracts the most misunderstand- 
ing. 

Although possession of small 
amounts of marijuana is no longer 
contained in the criminal code, 
this does not mean that it is legal. 

The act has a civil penalty sys- 
tem regulating the use and posses- 
sion of marijuana. If you’re caught 
in possession of up to 25 grams of 
dried cannabis or two cannabis 
plants (excluding hydroponically 
or artificially cultivated plants) 
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you can be fined up to $100. 

Possession or cultivation of 
greater than this amount, along 
with supply of any amount, is sub- 
ject to criminal penalty. 

Fireworks: dos and don’ts 

Okay, so fireworks are cool in Can- 
berra (unlike the rest of the coun- 
try), so all you monarchy devo- 
tees can celebrate in style on the 
Queen’s Birthday weekend. 

Each year the ACT Office of Fair 
Trading releases slightly different 
arrangements for the purchase 
of fireworks. Generally the rules 
require that fireworks be used by 
adults only, between 5 p.m. and 
10 p.m. on designated evenings 
and not be operated in public plac- 
es. 

Laws for the future? 


Unless you’ve been living under a 
rock for a year, you will have heard 
that the Stanhope Labor Govern- 
ment recently passed the Civil Un- 
ions Act 2006. 

In early June, however, the 
Liberal-controlled Senate (minus 
Gary Humphries but plus Family 
First). upheld the Federal Govern- 
ment’s decision to quash the new 
laws. 

It’s certainly a depressing day 
for democracy when the Senate 
can discard laws that the majority 
of Canberra residents support. 

BUT! Keep watching this space 
- act Attorney-General Simon 
Corbell has vowed to “pursue all 
options to provide equality under 
the law for people in same sex re- 
lationships”. 

Furthermore, there’s little 
doubt that a variety of progressive 
laws will continue to be enacted 
over the next two years-by the La- 
bor government. 

Just promise me that you’ll be 
proud to live in this city - we’re 
more than politics and porn. - ■ 



Interview with Ben Naparstek 

Haruki Murakami seems the very 
picture of the Japanese writer-proph- 
et. He gazes out over the rooftops of 
Tokyo’s chichi suburb of Ayoama, 
speaking in low, urgent tones about 
Japan’s rightward lurch. “I am wor- 
rying about my country,” says the 
57-year-old writer, widely considered 
Japan’s Nobel laureate-in-waiting. “I 
feel I have a responsibility as a novel- 
ist to do something.” u) 
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He is particularly concerned 
about Tokyo’s popular governor, the 

novelist Shintaro Ishihara. “Ishi- 

. ~ 

hara is a very dangerous man. He is 
an agitator. He hates China.” 

As Murakami discusses plans to 
make a public statement opposing 
Ishihara, and weave an anti-nation- 
alist subtext into his next novel, it’s 
hard to recognise the writer often 
derided by the Tokyo literati as an 
apathetic pop-artist - a threat to 
the political engagement of Japa- 
nese fiction. 

Yet Murakami always distanced 
himself from the Japanese tradition 
of the writer as social admonisher: 

“1 thought of myself as just a fiction 
writer.” . 

Murakami’s resistance to liter- 
ary cliques has led him to be seen 
as thumbing his nose at Japan and 
its literature. He refuses to fulfil 
the typical public duties of writers - 
participating in talk shows, judging 
panels, and literary festivals - and 
declines interview requests. ^ 

As dreamy and introverted as 4 
his disaffected protagonists, Mu- 
rakami has no literary friends and 
never attends parties. He has spent 
large stretches of his adult life in 
Europe and America; we meet, in 
Murakami’s unassuming Ayoama 
office, during his brief return to To- 
kyo from Harvard, where he holds a 
writers’ fellowship. “I have no mod- 
els in Japanese literature. I created 
my own style, my own way. They 
don’t appreciate this.” 

As a teenager, Murakami rejec- 
ted the reading tastes of his parents 
- both lecturers in Japanese litera- 
ture - by consuming pulpy Ameri- 
can mystery novels in English. He 
read "to get away from Japanese 
society". 

b.i. j ; Murakami’s idols remain Ameri- 
can writers - Fitzgerald, Carver, 
Chandler and Vonnegut. His off- 
hand prose, studded with references 
to American low culture, contrasts 
With the formal elegance of Japan’s 
literary loadstars - Yukio Mishima, 
Kenzaburo Oe and Junichiro Tani- 
zaki. The heroes of his surrealistic, 


genre-bending novels are more like- 
ly to eat spaghetti, listen to Radio- 
head and read Len Deighton than 
drink saki or quote Oe. They are 
under-employed drifters, without 
children or long-term partners, who 
refuse to genuflect to the Japanese 
group ethos of the family and the 
corporation. 

In his short story “The Rise and 
Fall of Sharpie Cakes” - collected in 
his latest book, Blind Willow, Sleep- 
ing Woman - Murakami allegorically 
depicts the ructions that he touched 
off after netting an award for his 
debut novel, Hear the Wind Sing, in 
1979. The protagonist is a finalist 
in a competition for a new recipe of 
an age-old confection known as a 
“Sharpie”. His updated Sharpie cake 
causes bloody tumult among the 
wizened crows judging the competi- 
tion. The young relish his recipe; the 
old guard does not. . 

Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman 
draws together 26 short stories 
penned over twenty-five years. In 
the chatty introduction, Murakami 
writes that “I find writing novels a 
challenge, writing short stories a 
joy”. “A ‘Poor Aunt’ Story” illustrates 
Murakami's belief "that with one 
idea, one word, you can write a short 
story”. His narrator, who styles him- 
self as “one of those people who try 
to write stories”, falls in thrall to the 
random image of a poor aunt, com- 
menting: “for some reason, things 
that grabbed me were always things 
I didn’t understand.” 

Murakami works on short sto- 
ries in the intervals between novels. 
“You can test your new technique in 
a short story for your next novel. It’s 
an experiment - a game.” Sputnik 
Sweetheart grew out of “Man-Eat- 
ing Cats”, in which the narrator dis- 
appears after being lured by an in- 
toxicating melody to climb a hill in 
the Greek countryside. Typically for 
Murakami, loss and suicide sound 
the keynotes. "Many of my friends 
committed suicide, so I have several 
empty spots in my mind. I think it is 
my responsibility to look at them." 

Murakami’s most famous novel, 
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Norwegian Wood, originated as “Fire- 
fly” - about an introverted college 
student, Toru, who pines after his 
mentally unstable girlfriend. Like 
Toru, Murakami was raised in Kobe, 
and moved to Tokyo to study drama 
and film at college. There Murakami 
witnessed the rupturing of his gen- ■<mgL 
eration’s idealism, with the quash- §§a| 
ing of the 1968 and ’69 student riots. ; ! ;;; : 
Although Murakami didn’t par- ' i 

ticipate in the demonstrations, his ‘ 4 
characters often wrestle with feel- 
ings of emptiness arising from the 
defeat. “Spiritually I was with the - K 
protesters but I couldn’t cooperate. 

I’m a lone wolf." 

Despite his reading, Murakami 
was an unremarkable, ill-motivated 
student. “My heroes don’t have any- 
thing special. They have something 
to tell other people but they don’t 
know how, so they talk to them- 
selves. I thought I was one of those 
ordinary people.” Although har- 
bouring loose aspirations to become 
a scriptwriter, Murakami finally 
realised that “to make a movie is a 
collective art. So I gave up wanting ' 
to be a scriptwriter.” j | 

At university, Murakami met < ? 
his future wife, Yoko, and together 
they managed a jazz bar, Peter Cat, 
for seven years. “I wasn't interested 
in working for a big company like 
Toyota or Sony. I just wanted to be 
independent. But that’s not easy. 

In this country, if you don’t belong , 
to any group, you're almost noth- 
ing. Among the many values in life, 

I appreciate freedom most. I’d like 
to keep that freedom in my charac- 
ters, so the protagonist won’t have * 

to commute to the company or of- i#i 
fice. They are not married, so they . 

are free to do anything, free to go 
anywhere.” 

The itch to write hit him with all 
the random force of a trigger for a 
story. Murakami points out the win- 
dow to the stadium where, one night 
in 1979, he “was just watching base- 
ball and drinking beer and thought, 

‘I can write.’ ” He worked on his first 
novel over the following six months, 
writing in the small hours after 14- 
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hour days at Peter Cat. He wrote the 
% initial chapters in English, before 
translating them into Japanese. “I 
didn’t know how to write fiction, so 
I tried writing in English because 
my vocabulary was limited. I knew 
too many words in Japanese. It was 
too heavy.” 

He writes like a jazz musician 
rev extemporises, guided by impulse, 
a plan. “I didn’t have a 
teacher or a colleague as a writer, so 
only way I knew was good music 
' ; - rhythm, improvisation, harmony. 
|j , >|g|l just know how to begin. If I knew 
P§£ ' how to finish, it wouldn’t be fun be- 
j|| m V cause I’d know what would happen 
next. Writing is like dreaming when 
you're awake. When you’re sleep- 
#f r ing> y° u cannot dream a continuous 
dream. But when you’re a writer, you 
^ ‘can continue your dream every day. 


■ ■ . ■ BBM j ' ■ ■ 

ble economy. vpg, Tiin O’Brien, and Grace Paley.Yff 

Suddenly, mainstream Japan “Writing fiction, you get egotisti- 

was made to confront the questions cal. You have to have confidence, 

that trouble his characters. “We had But translating, you have to respect 

to stop and think - what is truly the text, so your ego shrinks to nor* 

good for us? What is our value? We mal size. It’s good for your mental 

lost our confidence, so we had to health.” 

find something else as the purpose Asked about his decision not to 
of society.” The gap between Mu- have children, Murakami comments 

rakami and Japan narrowed further that he fails to share the post-war 

in 1995, when the country was rent idealism of his parents: "I’m not 

by another two convulsions. On 17 so optimistic.” He also notes that 

January, Kobe was hit by an earth- “books are more important to me”, 

quake, killing 6,500 people. Two He pauses, pensive, then half-grins 

months later, Aum cultists released - perhaps implying that these are 

toxic nerve gas into the Tokyo sub- mere equivocations: “I didn’t want 

way system at rush hour. to be a parent because I knew my 

Murakami, who had spent the children would hate me.” He refuses 

previous four years at Princeton to be drawn on his difficult relation- 
writing his opus The Wind-Up Bird ship with his parents, saying only 

Chronicle, returned from self-exile. that “they had their own values and 

“It wasn’t a patriotic thing. I just I had my own. I was an only child 

wanted to do something for my peo- and their presence was heavy.” 

pie.’’ Although about to return to 

’The sharpening of Murakami’s Harvard, Murakami imagines mov- 
social commitment was heralded by ing back to Japan permanently in a 
after the quake - a set of six bleakly few years: “When I’m sixty, I guess 
absurd stories, portraying the af- it will be time to settle down.” De- 
tershocks of the Kobe earthquake. spite what Japan’s most hidebound 
He then turned to non-fiction with pundits argue, Murakami’s writing 
Underground, a collection of inter- has always been closer to his home- 


So it’s fun.' 


The couple closed Peter Cat 
I in 1980 after Murakami’s second 

|||| novel, 1973’s Pinball, became a best- 

YJjfl' seller. International recognition 

arrived with his following novels 
' A Wild Sheep Chase and Hard-Boiled 
Kt Wonderland and The End of the World 






Wonderland and The End of the World He then turned to non-fiction with pundits argue, Murakami’s writing 

- kaleidoscopic dreamscapes, which Underground, a collection of inter- has always been closer to his home- 

fused conventions of the hard-bit- views with the doomsday cultists land than the fictional universes of 

ten detective novel with sci-fi over- responsible for the gassings and the Fitzgerald, Carver, and Chandler, 

lays and off-the-wall comedy. subway riders who survived them. Occidental critics ritually compare 

In 1986, Murakami surprised Murakami came to empathise with Murakami with postmodernists 

readers by producing a traditional the work-obsessed salarymen and ; such as Don DeLillo and Thomas 

rites-of-passage novel, expanding office ladies who he had previously Pynchon. 

"Firefly” into Norwegian Wood. “I , felt were not worth writing about. But in Japan, as Murakami tells 
had to prove I could write in a re- "Many people expected that I would it, “people do not think my stories 

alistic style.” But by dipping his toe be sympathetic to the cult people are postmodern”. In Japanese spir- 


In 1986, Murakami surprised 
? readers by producing a traditional 


safe 





had to prove I could write in a re- 
alistic style.” But by dipping his toe 
into realism, Murakami triggered 
a tsunami. Norwegian Wood shifted 
two million copies. To Murakami, 
it was too much of a good thing. “It 
became a phenomenon. It wasn’t a 
.bbok anymore. I didn’t want to be 
Infamous. I felt betrayed. I lost some 
df my friends. I don’t know why but 
they left. I was not happy at all.” 

He decamped to Europe with 
|Yoko to escape the white heat, shut- 
| tling between European countries 
if for five years before taking up a 
| writers’ fellowship at Princeton in 


because they’re outsiders. But that 
was not the case. They’re shallow, 
but the common people have the 
depth of real life.” 

Childless, like his characters, 
Murakami is free to pursue his daily 
regime of writing, translating and 
fitness. After rising at 6 a.m., he 
writes for about six hours, broken 
by an hour-long jog or swim. His 
evenings are spent listening to jazz 
and translating American novels 
into Japanese. As a translator, Mu- 
rakami has introduced the Japanese 


ituality, the divide between the real 
and the fantastic is permeable, so 
his tales of unicorn skulls, six-foot 
frogs, star-patterned sheep and 
Colonel Sanders are “very natural”. 
“You know the myth of Orpheus. He 
goes to the underworld to look for 
his deceased wife, but it’s far away 
arid he has to undergo many trials 
to get there. There’s a big river and a 
wasteland. My characters go to the 
other world, the other side. In the 
Western world, there is a big wall 
you have to climb up. In this coun- 


1991. From abroad, Murakami wit- reading public to over 40 works by try, once you want to go there, it's 

nessed the bursting of Japan’s bub- the likes of Truman Capote, John Ir- easy. It's just beneath your feet.” ■ 
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Enrolments and capacity at government schools targeted 

for closure, 1995-2010 
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School closures: painful 

but necessary 


Jon Stanhope’s government unleashed a storm of controversy when its 
2006-2007 budget heralded the first substantial school closures in the act’s 
history. But, argues Anthony Mannering, distressing though they are, the 
closures are the inevitable byproduct of demographic and economic change 


The act’s public school system is 
unbalanced. There are too many 
schools, too many sites, and too 
much money being misspent. 

The government’s response is 
its Towards 2020 plan. As well as 
school closures, it proposes new 
schools, amalga-imating existing 
ones, and try-iing out new con- 
figurations, like US-style middle 
schools. 

But school closures, not struc- 
tural reforms, are what have riled 
parents. The response has been 


vociferous. Ad hoc protests were 
underway within hours of the 
budget’s release. The letters page, 
and now even TV, are running 
emotional campaigns insisting 
that the cost benefits are small, 
that the educational advantages 
of small schools are many, and 
that all the closures are unfair and 
unjust. 

Not one of these arguments is 
true. Nor have any been based on 
rigorous consideration of the is- 
sues and statistics. 


A system in crisis 


The catalyst of the reforms is the 
extraordinary cost of educating 
students at small schools. 

The bottom has fallen out of 
public education enrolments in 
the territory, both through de- 
mographic shifts and the move 
to the independent sector. (If 
trends continue, within the next 
two years privately educated high 
school students will be the norm, 
and publicly educated ones the ex- 


» 
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ception.) Those long-term falls in 
enrolments demand a rethink. 

Every separate campus needs 
a separate batch of administra- 
tion and management. Take for 
example the Causeway Preschool 
on the far edge of Kingston. Its 
2006 enrolment was all of five pre- 
schoolers. For those five children 
the building must be kept clean 
and in a fit state; the centre must 
be managed and run to meet its 
specific needs. That is simply too 
much money to spend on five chil- 
dren when there is such yawning 
need for money elsewhere. 

According to the Department 
of Education and Training, it can 
cost twice as much per student 
to run a small school than a large 
one. 

Once small schools are closed, 
the government must decide what 
to do with the land. Some of it will 
be turned into public use areas, 
but there are only so many com- 
munity centres, churches, and 
retirement villages that Canberra 
needs. 

It is sensible, and indeed im- 
portant, that the government sell 
those sites that are more valuable 
and contributing least to the com- 
munity’s open spaces. By doing so, 
the government can generate cash 
flow from the land sale, and (more 
importantly) ongoing revenue 
from rates and charges. That’s not 
economic heartlessness: it’s about 
getting the most for the whole 
community from our limited re- 
sources. 


Are smaller schools 
better? 


benefits are a conflation of the 
arguments for smaller class sizes. 
Smaller class sizes themselves are 
rather suspect, since research sug- 
gests only highly disadvantaged 
students benefit from them. But 
to apply the same logic to schools 
is intellectually bankrupt. 

A smaller school will be forced 
to do things like operate compos- 
ite classes, have only occasional 
access to language teachers, and 
reduce programs that operate on a 
per-school basis (such as inviting 
guests to the school, or running 
in-house professional develop- 
ment). 

Larger schools, in comparison, 
can enjoy specialised science labs, 
better-stocked libraries, generous 
computer facilities, and highly- 
trained teachers and administra- 
tors. They promote organisational 
efficiency by getting more use from 
sporting grounds and equipment, 
specialist teachers, and other in- 
house resources. They can have 
larger, more cost-effective main- 
tenance contracts. 


Small schools are unfair 


The thorniest issue is equity. The 
assertion - and assumption - has 
been that it is a “right” to have a 
neighbourhood school. It is not. 
It was a policy, nothing more. 
Policies change, and indeed must 
change with the times. 

Furthermore, there is a radi- 
cal unfairness to paying perhaps 
twice as much to educate one child 
over another for no reason other 


than one goes to a more poorly- 
enrolled school. And while once 
there was a strong need for local 
schools because husbands would 
take the sole car to work and 
mothers stayed at home, that is no 
longer the case. Why maintain the 
pretence that Australian families 
haven’t changed since the 1970s? 

The other equity issue is that 
every dollar spent in one part of 
the system is a dollar not being 
spent elsewhere. 

Spending thousands of dollars 
extra per student strips money 
from other parts of the system. 
Spend, say, $100,000 extra run- 
ning a small school, and we have 
effectively said that it’s money 
better spent there than in im- 
proving mental health services or 
community safety, or returned to 
taxpayers. 


Distress 


It is frequently claimed that 
small schools promote better 
educational outcomes. Every 
study that demonstrates any 
small advantage - and they 
have all been small - is coun- 
tered by more studies that 
show no benefit, or even 
harm. 

Claims of small schools’ 



School closures are distressing. But 
the costs of running small schools 
- financial, certainly, but also the 
damage to academic outcomes and 
fairness - are too great. 

While the community’s anger 
is understandable, our policies 
should be based on achieving the 
best outcomes for everyone, not 
just sectional interests. 

The proposal isn’t set in con- 
crete. Parents and students should 
still engage in reasoned, factual 
debate. The list of thirty-nine clo- 
sure targets has some oddities, 
like Tharwa Primary and Dickson 
College, whose geographic isola- 
tion from similar schools sug- 
gests they should stay open. 
They’re worth defending. 

But come the end of the 
decade, I suspect we will look 
back at our reaction to school 
closures and wonder why we 
so vehemently opposed such 
a necessary and long-overdue 
reform. 

When it comes to good ed- 
ucation and good finances, it's 
a case of no pain, no gain. ■ 
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Environmental activism: where it’s at 


Jacqui Nield 


In response to the public activism of 
environmentalists at the time, the 
late 1980s saw growing interest from 
the community in environmental is- 
sues. The environmental movement 
at this point in time was focused on 
just about everything which helped 
create a positive belief in the future. 
People seemed to be thinking about 
their own health and caring about 
the future, and this was reflected in 
their attitude towards life, including 
the environment. 

However, governments didn't 
respond to community desires, such 
as establishing regular recycling 
within the community; there was a 
time when long-successful glass re- 
cycling programs were stopped. The 
momentum of community interest 
in helping the environment seemed 
to be broken in the face of cynicism 
and government inaction. 

Despite this, the activist move- 
ment continued throughout the 
1990s, working to save forests from 
destruction by dear-felling and stop- 
ping the expansion of the nuclear 
industry at Jabiluka, yet still failing 
ultimately to inspire our national to 
wholeheartedly take on sustainabil- 
ity as a goal. 

Today the environmental activist 
movement has been going through 
a rebirth, largely because of the is- 
sues of climate change and nuclear 
energy. This new phase is bringing 
new people into the movement and 
reactivating old campaigners, result- 
ing in growth and the building up of 
momentum. The phase began about 
two years ago and within two years 
the environmental activist move- 
ment will be thriving again with is 
concerns once again at the fore of 
public opinion. 

The anu Environment Collective 
is one of the integral parts of the en- 
vironmental activist movement in 
Canberra and is involved in both the 
climate and nuclear campaign. 

On campus the Environment 
Collective is campaigning for the 
ANU to become leaders in clean ener- 


gy use. We are encouraging the ANU 
to “practise what it preaches”, and be 
a leader not just in the teaching of 
sustainability but in the practice of 
sustainability on campus. 

There are three goals for sustain- 
ability we are pushing within a cli- 
mate change context: 

1. Reduce energy use (stop over 
consuming energy). 

2. Increase efficiency - e.g., use 
the best kind of energy-efficient 
light globe, heaters, design of 
buildings etc. 

3. Use power made from clean, re- 
newable energy, such as wind, 
solar hot water, solar cells etc. 
Some of this power can be gen- 
erated on campus using tech- 
nologies developed at the anu. 

Broader community campaigns 
are often reliant on the support of 
university students on campus to 
support their campaigns off campus. 
A seeming reluctance to engage in 
activism in the broader community 
within Canberra means that the en- 
vironment collectives at the univer- 
sities are very important for supply- 
ing people and energy to campaigns. 

The pressure of grass roots envi- 
ronmental activism, which includes 
university environment collectives 
as well as NGOs, has contributed to 
many successes. For example, the 
climate change and anti-nuclear 
issues would not have gotten the 
amount of attention they are now 
receiving without the original “grass 
roots activism” initiating the raising 
of awareness. 

The ANU Environment Collec- 
tive has been a part of the South 
East Forest campaigns. Over the 
years, both the South East and the 
North Forest campaigns have had 
successes in stopping some areas of 
native forest being logged. Also, the 
Irati Wanti campaign, the Jabiluka 
campaign and the Kleenex campaign 
were all campaigns around Australia 
that were successful and were also 
heavily supported and to different 
degrees reliant on groups at univer- 
sities for their successes. 

However, not all environmental 


activist campaigns are successful. 
A huge amount of work, including 
support from the environment col- 
lective, went into the Save The Ridge 
campaign in Canberra, but the Gun- 
gahlin Drive Extension proceeded. 

In situations like this it can cause 
some activists involved to experi- 
ence loss and grief. This needs to be 
acknowledged. In contrast, when the 
work of environmental activists does 
pay off, it can cause environmental 
activists to feel very proud to be part 
of an inspiring movement that can 
make a difference in what can seem 
to be an increasingly corrupt world. 

Consequently, there is a whole 
lot of long term work that environ- 
mental activists put in. Sometimes 
we win and sometimes we do not, 
however all our efforts help to edu- 
cate and push our society towards 
eventually becoming sustainable. ■ 

ANU Environment Collective 
activities this year 

• Students Of Sustainability Confer- 
ence (Brisbane) 

• Eden Wood Chip Mill Mass Rally 
(South East Forests) 

• On Campus Climate Change - clean 
energy campaign. 

• Regular stalls 

• Monthly screenings of movies of 
an environmental nature 

• Fossil Fools Day Action 

• “The Hypnotist” play about climate 
change 

• New 2006 Environment Collective 
flyer 

• Bike tools available for use 

• Recycled lecture pads - production 
and distribution 

• Screenprinting and badge-making 

• Supporting the anti-nuclear move- 
ment in Canberra that has recently 
started up 

• Supporting the Canberra Conser- 
vation Council 

• World Environment Day activities 
(5 May in Garema Place) 

• Our website <www.greenguide. 
net.au/anueo 

• Collective building via local and 
national support networks 
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Interview with Alex Douglas 


' ■ 


Alain de Botton clearly embraces without resentment be taken to other worlds, de Botton leaves you disap- 

the fact that we have well and truly entered the Age of pointingly within your own. If you essentially want 

the Bagatelle. He has written on Proust, travel, love, meditations on life which are more erudite than the 

and status. He remains content to give small answers usual babblings of the self-help genre, de Botton is 

to big questions. your man. 

That's not to say that there are necessarily bigger He may be right when he said in the interview 

answers that he is missing. He is, anyway, a very bril- with me that academic institutions are on the road to 

liant man in every conventional sense. He was born cultural bankruptcy. But if the same is not to be said 

in Zurich and accordingly trilingual. for society as a whole, an outsider to the establish- 

At Cambridge he studied history and became dis- ment needs to produce something breathtaking and 
enchanted with modern education, though he retains visionary, not simply lively and informed. But the age 

(I think) a research fellowship at the Uni of London. of William James, Sartre, or even Bertrand Russell 

His Proust book is a lot easier to read than other stud- - “popular” philosophers whose visions were yet am- 

ies of the French intellectual - and indeed Proust him- bitious and original - might be over, 
self. It seems like the kind of book you read in lieu of Since I got it for free, I’d better review his latest 
Proust so you can bring him up at dinner parties. But book. The Architecture of Happiness is a good read. It 

to be fair it might also inspire you to read Proust. is interesting for somebody who has no real inter- 

de Botton’s Consolations of Philosophy is more up- est in architecture; it might bore the connoisseur. Its 

to-date than the Neoplatonist Boethius’ book of the thoughts are sometimes illuminating, often unsur- 

same name. Boethius’ was written in prison before he prising - perhaps appropriately so for a public caught 

was garrotted until his eyes popped out. (You think between the scholastic and the trifling, 
you have problems.) It is certainly no grand theory of architecture, nor 

I don’t think much of Status Anxiety, so I won’t of happiness. It costs no more than a night on design- 

comment on it. er drugs. The free market has yet to decide the price 

It all depends on what your read for. If you read to of enlightenment. Enjoy. 


UJJ Nice to talk to you. Do you pre- 
fer to be called Alain, Mr de Botton, 
M de Botton...? 

1^®. Uh, Alain is actually the cor- 
y$s?rect pronunciation [something 
; r; about having a silly name in a self- 
deprecating fashion ], so call me 
that. 











PM 
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egance, which are very appealing 
qualities. 


isn’t trying to sell you anything in the 
way that the McDonald’s is designed 
to achieve a very particular func- 
tion. 

[b| Mind you, the idea of trying to 
sell you something is often a very 
good motive for creating some- 
thing beautiful. If you think about 
hotels, hotels are often very at- 
tractive because, precisely, they’re 
trying to sell you something. So 
there’s no inherent conflict be- 
tween a commercial motive and 
an aesthetic one. 


that they move us, touch us, can ; 
even make us cry and are so imf : - . 
portant in our lives. ' . ^ m Vg 

• • ■■ ; . £^ 3 . m 

EJ But it’s not a separate sphere?. 

It’s not just saying that there are $ ■ 
these beautiful things, but then we 
go back to our lives? *■ ; 

[b| No, ideally it’s always the hope 
of all artists that art won’t just ex- ‘ 
ist as an isolated realm, but that I 

we’ll take the lessons of art and 
live them in our lives. And that’s I 

why we’re upset when we read ' ' Ji , , : 
E| Alfred Whitehead once re- that, let’s say, certain high-rank- | |||| 
marked that the idea is a prophecy ing Nazis managed to read Goethe 

which procures its own fulfilment. A and Schiller, and then managed to is!* 
lot of your work concerns the endeav- go off and kill lots of people in cold V §|f ' 

ours in art, literature, and philosophy blood. 

by which humankind tries to remind We sense there a kind of injus- iV,, 
itself of its dreams for a better real- tice and a paradox which tells us |§^; 

ity. But one wonders how successful that normally we do assume that ; lf|l§ 

these acts of imagination can hope people will take the moral lessons g§: 

to be. Will they serve only as remind- of art and apply them to life, and 

ers of how far our reach exceeds our that they’ll read the plays ancLf 

grasp, or do you think they actually novels of Jane Austen and handle 

contribute to historical progress? their relationships with other peo- f 
[b] I think they can play a role. The pie with just that bit more humili- 

optimistic side of me thinks they ty and kindness. Though it doesn’t.. | 

can. Really what you’re asking, always work, but that’s the hope, \| 

what I take from your question, is: and that’s what artists, I think, aljLfe £ 

“Is there any point to works of art hope, 

that embody anything other than 

reminders of despair and futil- Well a related question I guess J f 

ity?” One reviewer described you as "wag- J|g||| 

I think that there is. I think ing a war against philistinism”. I .'Jpi'', 
that the great novels, paintings, think you’ve managed, admirably, to ' p 

and architecture are interpreting bring the concerns of so-called high ' ’i'i ' \ 

human existence in an optimis- culture to accord with the everyday 

tic direction, broadly speaking. concerns of the general audience. f .JS. 

They’re pointing out to us values And I guess the risk with that is, to 

and ideas which are important, me, you might subsume some of the 

fulfilling and optimistic, and I radicalism of art and philosophy to a 

think it’s worth while doing it. kind of affirmation of the status quo. 

So, in a way the possibility of Do you feel that to be a risk? 

despair and negativity is so obvi- [b] I suppose it means what as- 

ous that it doesn’t hold any temp- pects of the status quo one means, 

tation. It’s all too clear to me that I think we live in an age which so 

the facts of life can be very grim worships radicalism, partly be- 

and that’s why I think we're moved cause we live in a capitalist world 

when we do see someone who has which worships risk and upturn- 

taken the trouble to plant a beau- ing of all certainties constantly, 

tiful garden or to paint a picture It’s almost become truly radi- 
of a lemon or to write a play which cal to defend certain ideas of the 
highlights the possibility of ten- status quo. YouTl notice that in a 
derness between a man and a lot of my work I defend quite old 
woman. fashioned, quite conservative 

It is precisely because these ideas. Not politically conservative, ** 


So another thing I was think- 
ing: When I was reading your book 
I thought about the economist John 
Kenneth Galbraith who wrote, "No 
traveller of predominately artistic 
interest ever visits an industrial city 
and he visits very few of any kind 
which owe their distinction to archi- 
tecture and urban design post-dat- 
ing the publication of Adam Smith’s 
Wealth of Nations." 

You drew a contrast between the 
atmosphere in a McDonald’s which 
you say “invited the thoughts of the 
loneliness and meaninglessness of 
existence” with the more elevating 
beauty of Westminster Cathedral 
just down the road. 

Do you think there’s anything to 
Galbraith’s claim that our commer- 
cialised society is essentially hostile 
to beauty and to nobler ideals? 

[¥] I think there are definitely 
kinds of beauty that are very par- 
ticular to modern society. For 
example, I identify, if you look at 
an airport runway - a quintessen- 
tially modern piece of design - it is 
an extremely beautiful thing, par- 
ticularly at night, lit up by a series 
of lights; a very attractive piece of 


v r-/V 


And we look even at supermar- 
■ ket shelves, with the regularity of 
items stretching out in to the dis- 
, tance; these things are of a very 
distinctive modern beauty. So I 

v.v - ' r.v . 

: * wouldn’t want to say that beauty 
is something that only existed up 
to 1450 or whatever. 

It is definitely true that as 
human beings have been more 
powerfully able to shape their 
environment. They've got, all of 
a sudden, certain materials like 
corrugated iron or plastic that if 
used in the wrong way can be re- 
ally quite ugly. So you get parts of 
town that are very, very ugly. But 
I think the possibilities of beauty 
and ugliness remain strong in ei- 
ther direction nowadays. 


I 




• •> 



a a but, for example, in my new book I 
make a great defence for the origi- 
nally Christian idea that beauty 
can be a sign of goodness. 

That’s a really old-fashioned 
idea to champion, and it seems 
to me like a really radical one 
to champion. Or Schiller’s ideas 
about idealisation in art again 
are so old-fashioned as to be radi- 
now. So I quite enjoy - under 
the cover of saying quite simple 
•• •' and basically quite commonsense 
-things - actually advancing quite 
; \a radical agenda - maybe more 
radical that some of my critics give 
me credence for. 

So I don’t mind, I like my books 
to be read on many different lev- 
els. If you’re feeling hostile you 
can just say, “Well, I knew this 
all already, this is all obvious.” Or 
you can just say, “Well this is very 
pleasant.” Or you can say this is a 
sort of call to revolution, but said 
• in quite a quiet and modest voice. 
And I almost think it’s more radi- 

' /' 1 

# cal to do that than to shout. But I 
mean, the messages of my books 
are often quite adventurous [be- 
neath] a calm surface. 


trying to get my own back against 
my education system and trying 
to say actually the subjects that 
the humanities deal with are abso- 
lutely essential, but the way that 
they get handled by the modern 
university is a massacre. I mean, 
in the sense that it’s a drainage of 
all the things that make it alive. 

You know, you study philoso- 
phy and you’re never allowed to 
raise the question of wisdom, 
which to me seems absolutely cen- 
tral to the pursuit of philosophy 
and was always thought to be cen- 
tral to the pursuit of philosophy 
for hundreds of years. You study 
literature and the one thing you're 
not allowed to ask and not allowed 
to discuss is pleasure. To say, in 
a university context, that a book 
made you cry is a serious taboo and 
a marker of a lack of intelligence 
or a hysterical temperament, and 
it shouldn’t be that way. 

It almost seems that the mod- 
ern university has a knack for 
finding the most salient points of 
any subject: history, philosophy, 
literature, and making it in to a ta- 
boo and instead focusing on those 
points which are verifiable, which 
m We studying the humanities as are quasi-scientific, around which 
undergraduates today have a hard one can do an exam and grade 
time summoning the kind of idealism people. 

that lent our discipline its historical But all things, as it were, are 
power. Is there any advice you would not particularly of interest and are 
like to give our generation? symptomatic of this approach and 

[b] Um, I had a very bad time at the fact that if you’re studying ar- 

university. I went to Cambridge chitecture, the one thing you can’t 

and studied history. And I’d al- talk about is beautyl You can't ask 

ways been taught when I was what a beautiful building is. That’s 

growing and being pushed to do a taboo question, in the same ways 

well in exams, that if I got to Ox- that in literature you can’t ask 

ford or Cambridge that the world what a good book is in the sense 

would open up to me and it would that what a book that might move 

be fascinating and the humanities you is. So in architecture you can’t 

was going to study the humani- ask what’s beautiful. 

Arties - and it would be a wonderful This is not a coincidence that 
... thing. this is happening, it’s because the 

^ - And I got there, and I was to- humanities have been dominated 

I?, tally bored. I was really disap- by a scientific world view and have 

pointed. I found the teaching very felt the need, in order to assert 

dry. I found it focused on concerns themselves within the university, 

which were not my own. And in a to clothe themselves in a sober, 

way, a lot my work has been me quasi-scientific stance which [is] 


leading them to rapid ruin. . ’ 
The more students have to 
fund their own education, the 
more budgets are squeezed, the 
more people will say, "Well, hang 
on a minute. I studied literature 
for three years. But you know, I’m 
not sure this has actually taught 
me very much that was really in- 
teresting or human or touching.” 
And so I’m hoping that students 
will get more demanding and will 
start to push for a more human 
curriculum. 




EJ But is there any basis-in doing 
things like this? 

|B| Yeah, the logic is basically that 
you need to be able to teach a lot 
of people and you need to be able 
to grade their intelligence. And so 
you need to be able to pick up on 
things which are easily verifiable. 

You need to have a curriculum 
which can reliably sort of take you 
through the certain kind of devel- 
opment of the mind. And you can 
do that, by studying literature or 
art or whatever. 

It’s just that, if you do that;' 
you’ll tend to be missing the most 
interesting things about literature 
and art. So I understand what the „ 
modern university is trying to do, 
it’s a government-sponsored at- 
tempt to create a hierarchy, and 
a hierarchy that eventually feeds 
into the workforce. And that’s a 
fine motive, that’s an acceptable 
enough motive, but we shouldn't 
be surprised that many students 
are bored and get drunk a lot and 
the most fun thing that they can 
do at university is have love af- . 
fairs, which are great things, but 
it’s not necessarily the only thing 
that should be a central dynamic 
of university life. 

" ■ 

B2 Bo, how you would change edu- 
cation if you were omnipotent? 

[¥] If I had ultimate power, if I 
was in charge, I would start some- 
thing that I would call “the uni- siilSl 
versity of life”. And the interesting . " , 
thing about the university of life’s 
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curriculum is that rather than jjj 7 suppose "life" is art- 
studying history or literature, you other one of those taboo 
would study certain major themes topics. I notice that what 
of human existence in to which you've just described is 
you would be feeding all sorts of fairly close to the approach 
•cultural references and points. you take with your books. 

So rather than studying, let’s I mean do you see yourself 
say, literature, you would study re- as kind of an independent 
lationships, [where] you would be . educator? 
learning stuff from paintings, you : [bJ Yes, I suppose in 
i^would be learning about novels, the broader sense. “Edu- 
you would be learning about plays. cator” is a frightening 

But you would be learning these term because it suggests 

things, as it were, in the context of that I know the answers 

their application, their relevance and other people don’t 

to a particular thematic area of and I’m teaching them 

life. You know, birth, death, mar- things, 
riage, anxiety, career, etc. And I’m always very 

All these things are illuminat- wary, I’m too much of 

ed by culture, illuminated by the a student myself to feel 

... humanities. And I think too often comfortable with the 

, • ’’ ini the modern -universities the role of educator. But yes, 

humanities are not illuminating insofar as I educate my- 

$!• life even though that is what they self, you know, I’m try- 

\v'j. arise from, that’s what any crea- ing also to educate oth- 

: ;f :: tive person is concerned with. ers. 53 


fr«o Iht txutxeiiiTig o< I he Ccn>a)a’mn> at Ph.ioyophy. 

(he Art at travel and Status Anutery 


a student myself to feel 
comfortable with the 
role of educator. But yes, 
insofar as I educate my- 
self, you know, I’m try- 
ing also to educate oth- 
ers. " 53 
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FREE TRAINING 

Info skills 
Library tours 
Help services 
Computer skills 
Research skills 
Academic skills 
Personal development 
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The start of semester two is as good an 
excuse as any to have another week long 
party, O-Week style! 

Bush Week is back again with all your % 
usual faves, plus a few new massive events to 
ensure this year's is the biggest on record. 


▼ 12 NOON 4CAV HUNT! 2004 ^ 

j 4554 TH5 B5TUBN OF TH\4 U565NyABY 
f 5V5NT. &5T 40W5 OBAZY FBl5Ny4 ANy 65T Ife 

B5Ayy FOB 4 om tHAMZLe** FUN. 

. ' . ' ■ ■ ' 

WINN5B-. $500! 
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40AV W4T AVAIUABU5 OV5B FA65 OB FBOIA ANU4A 
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FB55 UUNOHTI/A5 616 WITH ACAy5AAY y.d.41 
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5 TP4 B1665B ANy B5TT5B THAN 5V5BI £H64P 
k PB/NB4 ANy FA4T FNTBF INTO 40W5 TOF j 
N\6HT0UUB4. 6BAB YOUB TIOB5T FOB i|| 
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Megg! 


ANUSA Bush Week 2006 


QUESTIONS? Email Claudia Newman-Martin 
or Mark Smyth at sa.social@anu.edu.au or check out 
the ANUSA website at http://sa.anu.edu.au 


Saturday 22nd 
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We’re looking forward to another year of hilarious antics; pictures that Hustler wouldn’t go near; and competi- 
tive eating that will surely paint Union Court orange, brown, and green. 

All participants must understand that Woroni does not condone or encourage illegal activity. The entirety of 
this list can be completed without breaking the law or getting arrested and everyone who choses to participate 
in the stunts has personal responsibility for all of their actions. Note that we’ll be running the Iron Gut as a 
mini-event, partly because it’s so awesome and partly because anyone who can eat that shit deserves to get 
some cash, whether they win the entire event or not. 


Costumes 

NB: It is entirely at the judges’ dis- 
cretion whether or not your cos- 
tumes meet our rigorous stand- 
ards. Don’t be surprised either 
way. 


• Engineering student 

-5 

• KKK 

10 

• Cross-dressing 

10 

• Superman 

20 

• GI Joe 

20 

• Spiderman 

20 

• High Court Judge 

20 

• John Howard 

30 

• Teddy Bear 

30 

• Soccer Ref 

30 

• Wookie 

50 

• Julia Gillard 

50 

• Kim Beazley 

50 

• Osama Bin Laden 

50 

• Giant Banana 

100 

• DarthVader 

100 

• Wolverine (claw required) 

100 

• Johnnie Warren 


(being dead required) 

100 

• An atom 

200 

• The Moon 

200 

• A feather 

250 

• Time 

300 

Max points: 

1,700 


Stunts on the da\ 


• Human pyramid 300 

• Egg Fight - most hits wins 150 

• Cinnamon Surprise 300 

• Naked Race: 200 per winner 

75 per participant 

• Naked Wheelbarrow race 150 


• Eating Vomit 100 

• Naked Wrestling (winner) 100 

• Naked Rugby Scrum: 

50 per participant 

• Burning an Australian Flag 200 

• Finishing a Rubix cube 50 

• Library book race 100 

• Chilli Eating Show Down 250 

• Furthest Woroni Hurling 150 

• On-Site Body Piercing 250 

• Drinking 2 litres of milk: 

Fastest: 200 

Per participant: 100 

• Naked Break-Dancing 125 


Max points: 

Rapping in... 

Pig Latin 
Urdu 
Sanskrit 
San 

Max points: 


Unlimited 


75 

150 

200 

500 

3,275 


Iron Gut - Winner gets $100! 


Rule: cannot hurl 

• Sheep eye 

• Cat food 

• Dog food 

• Bull heart 

• Lard 

• Butter (sizeable quantity) 

• Bacon rind 

• Raw onion 

• Beef stock 

• Glass of Sullivans Creek water 

• Testicle 

• Ox penis 

• Tube of wasabi 

• Live goldfish 


Nude photos 

• In a Mcdonald’s 50 

• On the barrier of New 

Parliament House 300 

• In New Parliament House 400 

• While eating a banana at the 

National Museum 100 

• With Laura Crespo 75' 

• With Annette Ellis 250 

• With Gary Humphries 150 

• With Michael Kirby 500 

• With Tony Abbott 750 

• On the Captain Cook 

Fountain 250 

If it’s active 750 

• In the Carillion 100 

• In a semi-trailer 100 

If driver’s in the cab 200 

• In a taxi 75 

If driver is naked, too 475 

• With a police officer 200 

• In Shooters 150 

• In Cube 100 

• In Academy 200 

• Outside asio 125 

• Inside the Israeli Embassy 500 

• Within the barriers of the 

Lodge 1,000 

Inside the Lodge 2,000 

With PM and/or family 4,000 

• On the lawn of the 

Libyan Ambassador’s 
residence 120 

• Up a tree 80 

• In Sizzle Cafe 150 

Posing with owner: 300 

• On the airport tarmac 500 

If plane is taking off: 1,000 

• On the Howitzer at the 

War Memorial 130 
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• On Simpson’s Donkey 

125 

• Ali Baba’s uniform 

25/1 

j 

(Male or female; must be pre- 

i 

• Next to Blue Poles 

300 

• Phone bill that shows at 


pared to strip and have appro- 

s 

• In Sullivans Creek 

200 

least $10 spent on voting 

priate costume) 

1 

1 

• With Ian Chubb 

400 

for Big Brother 

50/1 

• Longest sandwich 

100/1 

B 

• With the security guard of 


• Blood donation 100/10 

• Barnaby Joyce 

750/1 

K 

the anu Chancellery 

150 

• Woroni tattoo 5,000/5 

• Street signs with the Woroni 

B 

• On the Winston Churchill 


• Teenage Mutant Ninja 


editors’ surnames on them 


statue at the ANU 

75 

Turtle set 

50/3 

(per sign) 

300 

a 

• At Dickson College 

75 

• Transformer beach towel 

15/1 

• A crucifix 

25/3 

I 

• At a Socialist Alternative 


• Marijuana Infringement 


• Cup of communion 

100/1 


meeting 

200 

Notice 100 per notice 

• ACT flag from City Hill 

250/1 


• In the Chamber of the 


(Double points for more than 

• One of the concrete balls 

j 


Legislative Assembly 

500 

five notices for one person) 

near Union Court 

300 /1 


If in session 

2,000 

• Deed poll with longest 


• Woroni box Minus 8,000 

1 

• With the Giant Merino at 


name change 

750/3 

• 5 kg of grass 

125/1 


Goulbourn 

200 

(Double if it contains the word 

• Viagra (per pill) 

50/10 

i 

If on top 

600 

“Woroni” in it) 


• Tickets to the 2006 

1 


• With the Dog on the 


• 1st Generation iPod 

150/3 

Commonwealth games 

75/6 

: : 

L 

Tucker Box 

300 

• Complete John West range 


• World Cup 2006 soccer ball 125/3 

9 

• With road kill 

200 

of salmon 

125/1 

• Pele’s autobiography 

60/1 


If it's on you 

400 

• A Samurai sword 

50/3 

• Lordi album 

175/3 


If covering your privates 

600 

• Chevron meat 

50/5 

• Peter Leonard 

500/1 

L 

• In each of the ANU colleges 


• 3 Halal meals 

75/i 

• Staff Member from the Civic | 

! 

Per college 

50 

• A working catapult 

100/1 

McDonald’s 

20/3 


• In Cooma 

150 

• A Linux penguin 

50/5 

• Staff Member from the 



• Arriving as an archaeology 

• A bathtub 

175/1 

Civic Chicken Gourmet 

50/3 

; 

lecture and introducing 


• A Postman Pat doll 

75/5 

• Hockey stick 

15/7 


yourself as Indiana Jones 250 

• 1 kg elephant dung 

100/3 

• A copy of the ACT civil 



Max points: Unlimited 

• Queen’s greatest hits 

25/1 

unions legislation 

50/1 

j 



• Eiffel 65’s greatest hits 

75/i 

• A full set of Rugby League 



Items Points/Maximum 

• Nikki Webster greatest hits 

collector cards 

125/1 





100/1 

• Rollerblades 

35/4 

1 

• A live chicken 

10/10 

• The Da Vinci Code 1st ed. 

300/1 

• A toilet 

130/1 


• Olympic medals: 


• 99 red balloons (inflated) 

50/1 

• A copy of Command and 



Bronze 

200/1 

• Perky nanas 

125/1 

Conquer Generals for 



Silver 1,000/1 

• Academic record showing 


Macintosh 

100/1 


Gold 2 

500/1 

only fails 

100/1 

• A “Magic: The Gathering” 



• Any piece of work from 


• Academic record showing 


playing card - the black 



the NGA 1,000/3 

only HDs 

150/1 

lotus 

300/1 


• Jeremy Shearmur in a 


• Items with the old Telecom 

• Mellow Yellow bottle 

175/3 


"No Fat Chicks” t-shirt 

200/1 

logo 

75/7 

• Pack of Dick Head matches 40/4 j 


• Copy of a “Do not 


• Copy of former Education 


• A Rolls Royce Silver 



duplicate” key 

100/1 

officer James Higgins’ 


Phantom 8000 /1 


• The signature of the 


interview on JJJs Hack 

100/1 

• A tool set with at 20 piecej 

80/1 


Indonesian ambassador 


• Personal mobile from any 


• Most offensive t-shirt 

. 


on a “Free West Papua” 


member of the federal 

* 

(at judges’ discretion) 


t-shirt 1,000/1 

front bench (will be 


• Letter of commendation 



• ATM receipt from 4.29am 

5/20 

tested) 

200/5 

from the North Korean 



• A kilo of human hair 

50/1 

• Civic window washer 

200/1 

ambassador 

75/i 


• Flag of Sudan 

125/1 

• Stripper 

175/1 

• Live monkey 

50/5 






(((! 

31 
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Beaconsfield - the real heroes 


How much do we ROCK! 

Pat Delaney looks past the survivors to the real heroes, namely us 


At last, we can be proud. 

We can be proud because, as 
a nation, we helped two miners 
trapped a kilometre underground. 
We buoyed them with our water- 
cooler conversation. We stood firm 
with them through our nightly 
news updates. We championed 
their cause with our unyielding 
speculation about their fate. We 
can indeed be proud of ourselves. 

We can rest easy knowing that 
our moral compass always points 
to the high ground, no matter how 
far down the mine we feel. We can 
be certain that whenever anyone, 
anywhere needs help, we’ll stand 
by them, so long as they’ve got an 
interesting story. We’ll be there 
for the little guy, so long as he’s 
trapped underground. We’ll fight 
for those with nowhere to go, so 
long as that’s literally nowhere. 

Yes, Australia, you have fought 
the good fight, and you didn’t even 
have to get off the couch. 

What a tribute to the Austral- 
ian character to see heroes at work 
in Beaconsfield. Australia can be 
forever proud that we lead the 
world in both cricket and mine 
rescue, the two marks of a truly 
civilised nation. To see the will- 
ingness of the Australian media, 
flocking personally to assist, is 
a tribute to our free and fearless 
press. Who could ask more of a na- 
tion than that? 


And Todd and Brant. Our Todd 
and Brant. 

Not since the extraordinary 
courage of Stuart Diver has the 
Australian penchant for getting 
stuck in a dark place been so val- 
iantly manifested. The exception- 
al bravery of the two - to so will- 
ingly volunteer to be the subject of 
media attention for a meagre $2.6 
million; nay, the sheer grandness 
of the gesture of getting stuck in 
the first place. 

These are men who warrant 
our admiration and our gratitude. 
Without them, we may have spent 
those eleven long days watching 
unimportant news stories, about 
some conflict in Africa somewhere. 
For a brief period, we exported 
news, not just lamb and uranium. 

And of course, we should not 
forget those that died. Especially 
not that other miner - you know, 
whatshisname. 

Certainly, the Australian pub- 
lic should remain ever grateful for 
Richard Carlton’s selfless act of 
coronary failure, ending years of 
hypocritical indignance. However, 
we should also remain ever vigi- 


lant to more enduring tragedies 
- that Eddie Macguire and David 
Koch remain alive. 

Yes, Australia, I salute you for 
all that you have done. We can 
stand proudly beneath our South- 
ern Cross, united in our support 
for Todd and Brant. 

This past few months, we 
proved that Australia is about 
more than just meat pies and our 
hate of the darkies. 

It’s about mateship. It is about 
our “diggers" - a term which now 
includes miners and the people 
who dig them out. 

It’s about moving upwards 
and onwards, generally to a place 
above ground. 

For those eleven days, Austra- 
lia was about two men trapped 
underground, and twenty million 
people watching television. 

That’s right, Australia. We can 
finally be proud. ■ 
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New Middle Earth and hot sheep await! 










Toby Halligan 


It’s time for a change in this country. 
It’s clear that John Howard is lead- 
ing us down the path o’ damnation, 
we’re invading foreign countries 
willy-nilly, abusing the rights of asy- 
lum seekers, stomping on gay civil 
unions (even when they’re passed by 
the democratically elected Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the act), workers 
are being crushed by the IR laws, and 
the Socceroos lost to Italy (ITALY!). 

In short, the country is going to 
shit. So how can we solve this? The 
solution is right under our noses, or 
- to be more precise - to the south- 
west of our noses and across the Tas- 
man: New Zealand. 

In New Zealand we have a neigh- 
bour who is managing indigenous 
issues in a far more progressive and 
effective manner (thanks in part to 
the Treaty of Waitangi from 1840), 
that gets most of their power from 
sustainable and environmentally 
friendly hydro power, that is will- 
ing to give the finger to the United 
States (while Howard seems to be 
George w’s biatch) and that has not 
only legalised gay civil unions, but 
that elected the world’s first trans- 
sexual MP, Georgina Beyer. 

The solution is clear. Australia 
needs to become a part of New Zea- 
land and a subservient part at that. 


jfcngorific 

Renga is an ancient Japanese collaborative 
form of poetry where each participant writes 
one line, having seen only the previous. Here's 
one submitted anonymously to Woroni. 


Of you, not with you, 
experience connection, 
stripped to a long smile, 
making up the rules we play, 
laughing, we fuck like children. 



The reasons for this are manifold 
- and it’s clear that both countries 
will benefit. 

New Middle Earth 

Firstly we’d name it New Middle 
Earth and adopt the Lord of the 
Rings as our official history. Why? 
Because frankly Australia’s history is 
fucking boring compared the excite- 
ment, action, and romance of Lord of 
the Rings. Compare Captain Cook to 
Gandalf. Cook got cooked and eaten 
by Hawaiians while Gandalf took on 
a Balrog, beat him, and then came 
back from the dead. 

There are also numerous parallels 
between Australia’s present political 
leaders and IOTR. If anyone in the 
world looks more like Gollum than 
Gollum, it’s Tony Abbott; Howard 
could be the old, lecherous Hobbit 
grandfather of Sam or Pippin at a 
pinch. 

Above all else, given the state of 
Australia’s film industry and that our 
biggest male star is Russell Crowe 
(who frankly is a cunt), we need Pe- 
ter Jackson right now. 

Trans-Tasman animal lurve 


Beyond its history, our country New 
Middle Earth would benefit from a 
standardisation of laws. Everyone 
..... knows New Zealanders like 

* sheep in a touchy-kissy-let’s- 

* shag kinda way, but what you 
live ’ might not know is the number 
ites l of Australians going to New 
re’s : Zealand in order to get busy 

* with our woolly friends. 

* Sheep sex tourism is a 

* major problem. Australians 
| who’ve become addicted to 
j woolly lovin’ return to Austra- 
I lia and molest unsuspecting 
J merinos, staining wool, and 

4 4 • • * traumatising the poor ovillus. 


There may be peripheral benefits; for 
example, the meat of a well-shagged 
sheep tends to be much more tender 
but overall it’s a problem that can 
only be solved by the standardisa- 
tion of laws through combining our 
countries. 

Finally, though, New Zealand 
will benefit from Australia’s repu- 
tation for being aggressive pricks. 
Take our national animals. Austral- 
ia’s most famous is the kangaroo, a 
150 cm beast that hunts in packs, can 
kill with a kick, and is as ferocious as 
carnivores come. 

I know what you’re thinking. 
“Kangaroos eat grass; they’re not 
carnivorous!” But try convincing 
one to give you a blow job and you’ll 
quickly learn that they have a taste 
for white meat. 

So what about New Zealand’s 
national animal, the kiwi? There is 
no softer animal in the world, a big 
furry ball of fluff that looks like a 
hairy volleyball glued to a hairy ten- 
nis ball with a straw stuck into the 
tennis ball. 

You know your national animal 
stinks when it’s being made extinct 
from aggressive rats and house cats. 
If we can convince the kangaroo and 
kiwi to mate (creating a kangawi) 
than we’ll have an ideal national 
mascot that everybody can learn to 
love. 

If it doesn’t work out of course we 
can just adopt Frodo as our national 
mascot and put Elijah Wood on our 
flag. 

You may disagree with what I’ve 
argued in this article, all that shows 
is that you’re a communist who hates 
freedom, Gandalf, kangawis, and 
sheep. Believe me, the time of New 
Middle Earth is coming. ■ 
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But there is something missing, 
something that other Canbereans 
have that I don’t. Then it hits me. 

Reading an unamusing for- 
ward; that I no longer want to be 
just a dot com, I want a dot gov dot 
au email address; flextime; be on a 
bake roster for morning teas; have 
a legitimate reason to hang at oph 
and live the TGI Friday dream. 

Yes, I want to be APS. 

FLUAs (Frequent, Long, and 
Unnecessary Acronyms) 


At Her Majesty’s leisure 


Pip Blackwood’s flirtation with the Australian Public Service 


After five years here, it’s time to 
call Canberra home. Significant 
rites of passage, running naked 
down Daley Road, getting my kit 
of during the Eagle Rock, and 
skinny dipping in Lake Burley 
Griffin created earthly bonds with 
this great city. 

Admitting you have a problem 
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My first hurdle of the mammoth 
of bureaucracy that is the Austral- 
ian Public Service is translating 
thousands of acronyms; ABS, AGO, 

ATO, DEWAR, DHE, DFAT, DIMIA... 

I notice an opening for editors 
at DAFF, which I think sounds good 
because I know what magazines 
are and I can use spell check; and 
my Linda Day Press Gang fantasies 
can all be lived out including my 
planned tortured romance with 
Spike the oh-so-hip American. 

A few online forms and at- 
tempted attachments later my a message on my mobile. My me anymore, so I doll up, jump on 

submission has been successful. thoughts immediately turn to who the bus to the parliamentary tri- 

I can’t wait for my new career, so I know is dumb enough to import angle and totter in my high heels 

when anybody asks me how my something dodgy and then use into one of the many great build- 

day was, I refuse to tell them as it me as a reference; but it turns out ings named after dead PMs. 

would be breaching my future se- they have an opening in the “Busi- It is here I have my first epiph- 
cret security clearance. ness Intelligence” Department any about the APS: some depart- 

A few weeks later, after realis- and they would like to meet me for ments are just trendier than oth- 

ing becoming APS would not in- a "bit of a chat”. ers are. My Genovese skirt and 

volve nudity, Quarantine leaves So far so good. They won’t tell Italian shoes (with only a slight 
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Maintaining the prodigious work rate in the aps is tough, but someone's 
gotta do it 


red wine stain) scream DFAT, and 
then I realise my target audience 
would much preferred corduroy 
and Birkenstocks. 

I am looking very much like 
“Ladies’ Day at the Races", but in 
my head engage in a stimulating 
debate about how this relates to 
livestock and thus, in a way, has 
a lot to do with disease control, 
Steve Irwin, and why “Quarantine 
Matters”. 

This train of thought is inter- 
rupted by a firm handshake from 
a tall, severe-looking man, and 
a flimsy lackluster attempt at a 
grasp from a woman not much 
older than myself. 

A casual chat... 

Our “casual chat” begins. 

The office hierarchy is described 
in another stream of acronyms and 
use of terms like "finance” repeat- 
edly; I assume this has something 
to do with money, so I nod politely 
and try not to baulk when they tell 
me it’s a start salary 545k. I start a 
lavish day dream about pure me- 
rino Country Road suits that see 
a smooth transition from the of- 


fice to cocktail hour in Kingston, 
caught up in the prospects of fabu- 
lous mini breaks (with my soon-to- 
be successful, charming boyfriend 
from another appropriately abbre- 
viated agency), when my fantasies 
are rudely interrupted by, “What 
do you think about that?” 

Not having a clue what has just 
been said to me I simply blurt out 
a whole hearted agreement, figur- 
ing it doesn’t matter what I say as 
the tall man appears to have been 
staring at my breasts for the last 
three minutes. 

They ask if I have any ques- 
tions; I really want to ask what the 
I in AQIS stands for, but I have a 
feeling the thought of referring to 
things by there full title might be 
rocking hmas aps . 

"What are your skills?” 

I think this must be a trick 
question as they are looking at my 
resume which clearly states that, 
yes, I can use a computer, hold my 
own paintbrush, and all the other 
relevant stuff. Perhaps something 
big was missing? So my split sec- 
ond response is, “I make really 
good chutney!” 

I have a bit of a rant about being 


from the country and being down 
with disease control, and discuss 
my conflict resolution skills. There 
is a lot of nodding, but nobody is 
looking at my breasts so I might be 
loosing them. 

“Why should we pick you over 
the other sixteen applicants?” 

Hmm, good question. I have 
good reason to believe someone 
who actually understood what the 
hell this position involved prob- 
ably should be picked over me; 
maybe I should say something 
about transforming excess fruit 
imports into preserves? Instead, 
however, I throw my head back 
and in true Oscar Wilde fashion 
declare, “Well, clearly I’m the most 
charming!” 

The tall severe man asks if I 
can back this up, as if it isn’t obvi- 
ous that I am charming or at the 
very least, my breasts are. 

I suddenly wish the interview 
was a dinner party where my or- 
ganisational, conversational, 
quick-on-the-feet thinking, and 
ability to multi-task skills under 
pressure of deadlines and budgets 
could all be fabulously demon- 
strated in a “she-makes-it-look- 
so-easy-and-fun" manner. 

At this stage, I am beginning 
to feel quite hysterical. What was 
I even doing here? I refrain from 
letting out large snorts of pure 
amusement. 

... and a tete-a-tete 

Another exchange of handshakes, 
and a walk to the lift, my “casual 
chat” is officially over, and an at- 
tempt at a true tete-a-tete begins. 

“It looks like you have been in 
some interesting theatrical pro- 
ductions; The Vagina Monologues, 
what was that about?” 

“Vaginas.” 

As the lift doors close, so do my 
ambitions of ever becoming one 
serving at Her Majesty’s Leisure... 
I wonder if there is still time to run 
back and do my Crocodile Hunter 
impression. ■ 


((( 
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Civil unions 


Dave Edwards 


For the first time in ten years, a 
member of the Coalition govern- 
ment has broken with tradition 
and party lines, and has put his fu- 
ture political prospects in jeopardy 
by crossing the floor of parliament 

- in other words, he voted against 
the decision of his own party. 

That member was Gary Hum- 
phries, Liberal Senator for the 
ACT. And if that wasn’t newswor- 
thy enough, it was in protest of the 
Federal Government overturning 
the controversial Civil Union Act 
(ACT) 2006, an act giving same- 
sex couples essentially the same 
status as married couples under 
territory law - an act that Senator 
Humphries himself was opposed 
to. 

Why would a Liberal senator 
break ranks to support an Act he 
was against - and why are civil un- 
ions so controversial anyway? 

Civil unions (also called civil 
partnerships, registered relation- 
ships, domestic partnerships, 
same-sex unions, etc.) are legal 
partnership between a same-sex 
couples, similar in many ways to 
marriage. It grants couples simi- 
lar benefits and responsibilities 
under law that married couples 
receive. These include rights to do 
with property, superannuation, 
power of attorney and so forth 

- but usually not adoption or cus- 
tody of children. 

They were first introduced in 
Denmark in 1989, and quietly 
spread throughout various coun- 
tries, mainly in Europe. When 
various jurisdictions started in- 
troducing same-sex marriage in 
the late 1990s and the early 2000s, 
the issue of the state recognising 
same-sex couples, be it through 
marriage or civil unions, became 
quite controversial. 


Civil unions in Australia 

The issue came to the fore in Aus- 
tralia in 2003, when the Tasma- 
nian government - previously the 
least gay-friendly government in 
Australia, with homosexual sex 
still banned until 1997 - intro- 
duced a relationship register. 

This granted registered same- 
sex couples the same rights as mar- 
ried couples in regards to health, 
pensions and power of attorney in 
case of incapacitation. 

This, combined with countries 
such as the Netherlands and Can- 
ada legalising same-sex marriage, 
caused the Australian government 
to amend the Marriage Act to de- 
fine marriage as “the union of a 
man and a woman to the exclusion 
of all others”, effectively banning 
same-sex marriages. 

While this definition of mar- 
riage had long been recognised at 
common law, it was controversial 
because it precluded the courts 
from amending the definition - 
and because the Labor Party, usu- 
ally in favor of removing discrimi- 
nation against same-sex couples, 
supported the amendment. 

The act government, led by 
Jon Stanhope, announced late in 
2005 that it was planning on in- 
troducing a civil unions bill. The 
bill was introduced in March 2006, 
and quickly polarised opinion. The 
gay lobby proclaimed it as a victo- 
ry for gay rights, while opponents 

- chiefly drawn from groups such 
as the Australian Christian Lobby 

- said it mocked the institution of 
marriage. 

Controversy surrounding the 
act’s legislation 

Much of the controversy sur- 
rounding civil unions is not so 
much about same-sex couples be- 


ing recognised at law. After all, the 
Australian Evangelical Alliance, a 
staunch opponent of civil unions, 
has itself stated that “there are 
situations where same-sex couples 
need to be protected and to have 
various financial and property 
rights... there is a justifiable need 
for the law to be involved; the ACT 
Liberals themselves introduced a 
Registration of Relationships Bill, 
which was largely a carbon-copy of 
the Tasmanian Relationships Act. 

Rather, it is how they are rec- 
ognised. Initially opponents tend 
to play up marriage as a suppos- 
edly immutable institution of a 
partnership between a man and a 
woman - which, of course, ignores 
polygamous relationships (includ- 
ing those in Judaism, the ancestor 
of Christianity) and same-sex re- 
lationships of ancient Greece and 
Rome. 

Of gays and donkeys 

Under this reasoning, the civil un- 
ion legislation would have tinkered 
with this “bedrock of society”, and 
caused untold harm. One of the 
most vocal critics of civil unions 
and same-sex marriage, James 
Dobson of Focus on the Family, 
brought his sanity into question 
when he declared that same-sex 
marriage would eventually lead to 
men marrying their little girls or 
their donkeys, bringing about the 
downfall of Western civilisation. 

Such claims are demonstrably 
false, as most of Northern Europe 
has had some form of civil union 
in place for over ten years, and 
their families and society are still 
thriving - and there still are not 
any married donkeys, either. 

This is not to say that the Civil 
Unions Act itself was beyond re- 
proach. One of its more controver- 
sial parts was section 5(2), which 
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stated that "civil union is different 
to a marriage but is to be treated 
for all purposes under territory 
law in the same way as a marriage” 
- which immediately drew criti- 
cism that the ACT government was 
essentially trying to create same- 
sex marriage by another name. 

Arguably this section - which 
had no practical effect on the ad- 
ministration of the act - was what 
drew the ire of the federal govern- 
ment, and was just the ACT gov- 
ernment thumbing its nose at the 
2004 amendment to the Marriage 
Act. 

It also very well may have been 
unconstitutional, as only the fed- 
eral government has the power to 
legislate in regards to marriage 
under the Australian constitu- 
tion. 

We will never really know, 
however, as the federal govern- 
ment never stated what part of 
the legislation it was opposed to, 
nor was the legislation challenged 
in the High Court to test its con- 
stitutionality. 

The bill was passed on 11 May, 
and in early June the federal gov- 
ernment announced its inten- 
tion to overturn the legislation. 
The ACT government then rushed 
through amendments on 9 June 
to try to bring the act into effect 
earlier, but the entire Act was 
overturned by the Governor- Gen- 
eral at the request of the Federal 
Government on 13 June, before 
the amendments could come into 
effect and before any civil unions 
could be entered into. 

Now for the twist 


And this is where things begin to 
get interesting. 

The ACT and the Northern Ter- 
ritory are in the position of being 
territories, rather than states, and 
fall directly under the jurisdiction 
of the federal government. How- 
ever, the federal government has 
granted self-government to both 
the ACT and the NT, meaning that 


they elect their own governments 
and pass their own laws. The fed- 
eral government still, however, 
retain certain residual powers, in- 
cluding the power to disallow any 
law passed in either territory, by 
means of the Governor-General. 

However, any disallowance can 
itself be disallowed by the Senate 
or the House of Representatives. 
For this reason it has been rare for 
the federal government to over- 
turn territory legislation, as most 
of the time the current ruling par- 
ty is in the minority in the Senate 
- and thus any disallowance is 
likely to be immediately reversed. 
However the current federal gov- 
ernment has a majority in both 
houses of parliament. 

The intervention of the federal 
government in the act’s affairs 
was criticized by many as heavy- 
handed and undemocratic - after 
all, the current ACT government 
had taken this issue to two elec- 
tions and won both of them, and 
thus had a mandate from the peo- 
ple. 

Senator Humphries, himself a 
former Chief Minister of the ACT, 
declared that even though he was 
against civil unions, he was op- 
posed to the federal government’s 
interference in the territory’s 
affairs, especially after so little 
consultation with the party room 
and the territory on a matter that 
seemed of such little importance. 
And so, when the Senate voted 
whether to reinstate the legisla- 
tion, he bit the bullet and crossed 
the floor. 

His bid ultimately failed, how- 
ever, when Family First Senator 
Steve Fielding supported the Fed- 
eral Government. 

It is quite rare for a member of 
parliament to cross the floor (al- 
though not unheard of - the cur- 
rent Attorney-General, Phillip 
Ruddock, himself crossed the 
floor in 1989 to support a move to 
ensure immigration did not dis- 
criminate on the basis of race). 


While such a move is some- 
what risky - although it is quite 
likely that Senator Humphries 
knew that the move would riot 
succeed - he would not have pro- 
ceeded unless he believed he had 
the backing of his electorate, sug- 
gesting that this bill has touched a 
vein of discontent within his con- 
stituency and the Liberal Party 
itself. Indeed, at time of writing, 
the Federal Immigration Minis- 
ter Amanda Vanstone is battling 
with various Liberal backbenchers 

- with only limited success - to try 
to muster support for a bill to al- 
low offshore detention of asylum- 
seekers. 

While the federal government 
may have returned with a majority 
at the last election, such a surge of 
support seems to be lacking from 
within the party. Many Liberals, 
especially those of a small-1 per- 
suasion and recent returnees from 
the Democrats, are finding the 
staunchly conservative party line 
tiresome. 

It may be the case that John 
Howard, after ten years of broad 
support from the party, is starting 
to lose his grip on the leadership, 
and it may be time for the Liberals 
to soften some of their positions if 
they are to win the next election 

- if, post-Workchoices, they have 

any chance at all. ■ 
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Oh, the irony! u 

I’m too lazy 
to come up with a 
proper culture refer- 
ence for an article about the poli- 
tics of young people today. 

Actually, the article is about 
the politics of the people of yes- 
teryear anyway, given that poli- 
tics is about power, and power 
resides with those affectionately 
known as “the boomers”. 

The premise is quite simple: 
power dispersal in our society 
is iniquitously distributed along 
many lines - socioeconomics, gen- 
der, sexuality, et al. But one less 
frequently discussed is age. Those 
of us born into Generation Y are 
condemned to a life of renting 
due to short-term housing policy; 
huge taxes, superannuation con- 
tributions, and HECS, because the 
boomers want us to pay for their 
retirement; and of course a con- 
stant reminder that the culture 
we create will never be as good as 
that of "Dylan”. 

Complaints about boomer con- 
trol of society do get occasionally 
aired in the only free-media me- 
dium around: the internet. 

Paul Watson, a blogger from 
Melbourne, waxes lyrical on this 
issue and constructs (or decon- 
structs as the case may be) many 
current issues as battles between 
boomers and xers & Yers - or, at 
least, sees them as being sympto- 
matic of boomer perspectives and 
interests. 

In a more positive and quite 
fantastic forum, Vibewire.net, al- 
lows young people to create and 
read the media they’re actually 
interested in, instead of how ever 
many pages Murdoch’s minions 
want to devote to something that 
happened in the late 1970s. 


The dreaded 'youth issues’ 

So where’s the politics in this? 


Alex Rafalowicz 


Well, it comes in the way that 
governments address “youth is- 
sues”. This can be done in several 
ways: either a government can fo- 
cus on fostering the potential of 
young people to be involved in de- 
cision making today; or they can 
ensure that their decisions and 
priorities are anchored in a sense 
of intergenerational equity (to 
use a catchphrase). Examples of 
intergenerational equity include 
particularly: 

• Approaches to ensure environ- 
mental sustainability; 

• Long-term planning for delivery 
of services based on population 
movements; 

• Significant investments in edu- 
cation; and 

• Plenty of opportunity to allow 
for creativity and expression. 

I like to think that such an idea 
fits within the Brundtland ver- 
sion of what good government is. 
Gro Harlem Brundtland chaired 
a landmark United Nations com- 
mission on sustainable develop- 
ment. Although the commission 
dealt largely with development, 
poverty, and environmental is- 
sues, economists associated with 
it also concerned themselves with 
broader matters. 

Essentially they stated that 
the purpose of governance is to 
increase “national wealth”. How- 
ever, the definition of "national 
wealth” was extended to include 
not just gross domestic product 
(GDP), but also the quality of the 
environment and of public insti- 
tutions, public trust, and the rule 
of law. 

Hence, under this definition, 
it is the duty of each government 
to ensure that it never leaves the 
majority of the next generation 
with less wealth than it had in- 
herited before assuming power. 
Thus, if a country takes uranium 


wealth out of the ground or chops 
down trees, it has to provide a 
substitute of equal or greater 
value, such as more educational 
facilities, better health care, or a 
higher- quality infrastructure. 

Clearly this area of govern- 
ment policy at both a state and 
federal level leaves a lot to be 
desired, so let’s look at the other 
avenues of “intergenerational eq- 
uity” in Australian governments. 

Most state and territory gov- 
ernments are reasonably good on 
these grounds. They have Offices 
for Youth, and things like Minis- 
ters' Youth Councils as direct con- 
sultation methods for their Youth 
Ministers; South Australia, under 
the stewardship of former Youth 
Minister Steph Key, even has a 
Youth Action Plan that dovetails 
into the State Strategic Plan. 

It’s federally, however, that 
we’re falling behind. 

When the Howard Govern- 
ment came to power in 1996 its 
youth policy received very little 
attention. And then, again to lit- 
tle attention, as such things are 
quite beneath the boomer media, 
the government defunded the 
previously bi-partisan Australian 
Youth Policy Action Coalition in 
1998. 

aypac was the peak youth 
body, advocating on the issues for 
young people today. It has been 
replaced by two fundamentally 
flawed mechanisms. The first is 
the National Youth Roundtable, 
and the second the Australian Fo- 
rum of Youth Organisations. 

The Forum’s “mission is to pro- 
vide high-level advice to the Aus- 
tralian Government on key youth 
related issues, and to progress key 
policy objectives on behalf of all 
young Australians and the organ- 
isations working with them.” 

However, it is instructive to 
note that of the organisations in- 
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Talking ’bout My Generation 


vited to be involved, the majority 
are not youth-run and do not even 
have a commitment to youth par- 
ticipation within their manage- 
ment ( see table at right). 

The National Youth Round- 
table is flawed in its outrageous 
“top-down” approach in determin- 
ing the issues important to young 
people. 

The Roundtable is made up 
of thirty young people, selected 
by the government and flown to 
Canberra every few months. The 
Roundtable doesn’t decide its own 
agenda but instead is told by the 
federal office what areas of policy 
it is to consider. 

In this way dissenting voices 
on a range of issues aren’t so much 
drowned out as not even let out. 
Sources close to the Roundtable 
also tell stories of the members, 
many of whom are aged over eight- 
een, being treated like children 
and being locked in their hotel 
rooms at night during their time 
in Canberra. 

What’s more, recent discus- 
sions on the Roundtable, which 
were heading towards a call for the 
Federal Government to appoint a 
Youth Minister, were effectively 
censored by the office of Family 
and Community Services, which is 
responsible for the Roundtable. 

“Heading towards a call for a 
Youth Minister?” You might ask. 
That’s right, to cap off the crappy 
coverage of youth issues by the 
Federal Government, the respon- 
sibility for youth has been demo- 
ted from a Ministry to a Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to... um - well, 
no one is quite sure. But don't ex- 
pect to read about that in anything 
published by the boomers. 

To paraphrase Brighteyes, 
an artist of my generation: “The 
world’s got me dizzy again. But 
you think after twenty years, I’d 
be used to the spin." ■ 



Membership of federal Australian youth organisations 


Police and Community Youth- 
Clubs NSW 

Australian Red Cross * 

Guides Australia 
Lions Clubs of Australia 
The Scout Organisation of Aus- 
tralia 

Australian Council of ymca 
ywca of Australia * 


• Duke of Edinburgh’s Award in 
Australia 

• The Boys’ Brigade Australia 

• Australian Rural Youth 

• St John Ambulance Australia * 

• The Girls’ Brigade Australia 

• The Foundation for Young Aus- 
tralians * 

• Surf Lifesaving Australia 


Committed to youth participation within organisational structures 
Source: Vromen 2006 ( see source notes at end of article) 


• <www.vibewire.net> 

• <paulwatson.blogspot.com> 

• Young People’s Participation and 
Representation During the Howard 
Decade, Ariadne Vromen, Gov- 


ernment and International Rela- 
tions, University of Sydney; pa- 
per presented at “John Howard’s 
Decade” conference 4 March 
2006, anu, Canberra 


((( 
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But is there autonomous taste? 
There must be. Does it grow or- 
ganically? Can taste be learnt, 
and can you induce people to like 
something? Or is it an immedi- 
ate reaction where we just react to 
each piece of music and categorize 
it in a particular column, a kind 
of Good vs. Bad? Realistically the 
truth lies somewhere between 
those extremes, but they serve to 
illustrate the point. 


some booty around), their impact 
has to be immediate. Therefore 
the teen culture that is their main 
target is considered an ADHD na- 
tion that remembers nothing of 
the history of music or art, and 
reacts immediately to what is now 
and in the moment. 

This is a double-edged sword I 
suppose. Okay, a lot of it is hard 
to love, but it is also gone very 
quickly. It all comes back in differ- 
ent guises just as quick. Which is 
perhaps why some artists are find- 
ing they can get away with sam- 
pling old 1960s pop and even just 
repackaging some songs just with 
different clips (COUGH a recent 
Cream track COUGH) and fooling 
kids into thinking it’s new, grungy, 
and alternative. ' - ' 

This comment isn’t original; in 

fact, I bet Adorno wasn’t even the 

■ 

first to predict a mass marketed 
culture. Sure, it sucks, but people 
like it, and my point is about jus- 
tifying taste, whatever it is, and 
how it works, not dismantling the 
reasons for liking something. 


Matt Dunstall 


Musical “taste” is something that 
is always on my mind. Not the 
contents of it, but rather how 
these abstract ideas are initially 
formed and how they change and 
vary with time and experience. 

How can we stand there and 
say to something so abhorrently, 

“That’s not music!” and defend to 
the bitterest ends, with justifica- 
tion through our personal life- 
styles, the music we do like? What Neutrality 
makes people so adamant about 
noise, wavelengths, and images? 

Music is one of today’s most 
marketed things, using image, the 
idol, in its attempts to make bigger 
sales on wider and more penetra- 
tive scales. More and more, what a 
teen wants to buy is being honed 
to a fine skill of timing, trend, im- 
age, and message. 

Take for instance the phe- 
nomenal piece of marketing for 
the Arctic Monkeys. Their music, 
which I’ll refrain from comment- 
ing on, was granted a marketing 
miracle, albeit a forced miracle. 

The deals made, the coverage 
paid for, the articles written pre- 
release, all designed for maximum 
exposure - but with minimal lis- 
tening ability, unless you were 
privy to the internet phenomenon 
beforehand - allowed the market- 
ers to induce a trend which was un- 
justified and unheard of. They cre- 
ated hype, thereby forcing teens in 
their inane attitude to think this 
is The New Hot Shit, and every- 
one obviously has it - which they 
didn’t - and consequently bought 
the record, making them an over- 
night bullet. 

So there is a sense of marketed 
taste. We like what we like because 
sometimes we are made to think 
we like it because a certain NME 
a lifestyle categorises us so we must 
like a certain type of music and 
therefore we subconsciously like 
l ■ : that stuff. : 


There have been bands I am neu- 
tral towards; I didn’t quite love 
them, and yet I was able to listen 
to them without complete dis- 
taste, and yet not have to listen to 
them regularly. Bands such as Ar- 
chitecture in Helsinki I’ve usually 
not thought so special, and I had 
even seen them live and reacted 
quite positively to their track “The 
Owls Go”. However, I did not find 
them captivating. 

But recently I’ve forced myself 
to listen - and I loved it! The same 
was for Led Zeppelin, Bright Eyes, 

Sufjan Stevens, British Sea Power, Where does taste come from? 
and many more. Even this syn- 
thetic adjustment of taste has an So: how is musical taste formec 
element of reaction. Perhaps, once I don’t know. It is a lot to do wit 

we become familiar with an artist, how we want to portray ourselv* 

we become comfortable and ready sometimes. Music has been gran 
to like their music. Perhaps then ed a cultural medium throug 
taste is merely something that which we express more than tast 
feels right, whether it happens but our thoughts, dress and tl 

immediately or not. Whatever the way we think about politics ar 

case, it’s not either completely syn- religion. 

thetic or completely reactionary. We identify goths as liking Ai 

One thing, though, is disturb- and a punk as behaving in mai 

ing: the way in which an undevel- ner XYZ - and all through clot] 

oped sense of taste is preyed upon. » ing, ideas, or the music they liste 
Modern pop culture targets reac- to. It has become another tool fi 
tions, music full of melodic sam- stereotyping, and for the mo 

pled beats that resound in your part, it is true. Someone who liki 

chest making it hard to dismiss “this” most certainly would n< 
- the universal feeling of “I hate like “that”. . ,1.^ 

that, I love this”. It’s a curious thing, an i: 

Because these artists are rarely sincere thing - and for that I a 
around for very long (though long deeply upset sometimes at tl 

enough to induce a trend, or flash way I am categorized. Indee 

: ■ P 
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there are websites 
that can catalogue 
your music, and 
allow others to de- 
termine what you 
would like and not 
like based on what 
you listen to. These 
sites play their part 
in enforcing these 
trends and popu- 
larities. We manip- 
ulate our lists to 
look cool, we listen 
to artist we’re sup- 
posed to like, and 
admonish publicly 
on forums people 
who like something 


they shouldn’t. 

Have the guts to stick to what 
you react to, and to what you want 
to listen to. Have the sense of self 
and self-confidence to listen to 
things you feel good listening to. 
Don’t be ashamed: be yourself. 
Music makes us feel and think and 
question. They will penetrate to 
differing levels, but what is most 
important is that it will always be 
around for as long as people are 
expressing how we feel. So don’t 
express someone else’s idea of who 
you should be. After all, who else 
can we be? ES 

“Each of us occupies himself with the 
contents of his own consciousness." 

- Gottlob Fregen 


Whatever People 


WSiatS’m mt ( Domino ) 
“A stripped down punk 
rock record with every 
touchstone of Great 
British Music covered.” 


An Australian Government Initiative 


The annual Prime Minister’s 
Community Business 
Partnership Corporate Social 
Responsibility Essay Competition 
is now open. If you are currently 
studying in Australia you may be 
eligible to share in the prize pool 
of $12,000. 


For all the details and the essay 
questions, log on to: 
www.partnerships.gov.au 
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Witty new writer, but his imitation of 
Houellebecq plunges pathos into bathos 

Justin Pritchard sees promise, but not delivery, 
in Nirpal Singh Dhaliwal’s debut novel 


The cover of Tourism displays re- 
view excerpts from Vogue and Ju- 
lie Birchill. One is a fashion mag- 
azine, interested in trends and 
disreputably puffing up its pages 
with any mutation of intellectual 
pursuit. The other is Nirpal Singh 
Dhaliwal’s best friend. 

Hence when Julie Birchall 
cries that Tourism is “the best de- 
but [she] has ever read”, it can 
hardly be taken as an impartial 
review. Moreover, it would seem 
that - for a man who has rivaled 
Shane Warne in the press (Dhali- 
wal’s journalist wife Liz Jones has 
published her secret diaries about 


ing, and very much like Houelle- 
becq in their sociological analysis. 
Puppy’s boyhood memories are 
filled with racial vilification at 
school and at the corner shop that 
his mother owns. 

But after renouncing his boy- 
hood Sikhism, his immovability 
and lack of inspiration comes from 
the routine predictability of night- 
clubs, cafes and city areas, which 
all pose with different identities 
to the ones they truly possess on 
their underbelly. The only thing 
which motivates Puppy is the pur- 
suit of transient sex, and a painful 
obsession with Sa.rupa, an Indian 
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transition between Puppy’s teen- 
age Sikhism and his late-twenties. 
atheism-cum-nihilism, but when 
this transition occurred and for 
what reason is not explored. 

Such contradictions are what 
will keep the Houellebecq fan in 
a state of purgatory rather than 


Dhaliwal, critiquing everything girl he hardly knows. 


from his housework, his perform- 
ance in bed and his general per- 
formance as a husband) - Tourism 
did not find audience in any estab- 
lished reviewers. 

His publisher tries to boost his 
renown by comparing him with 
Michel Houellebecq, the misan- 
thropic new- Camus of French 
literature. This is sure to disap- 
point. Tourism’s main character, 
Bhupinder “Puppy” Singh Johal, 
shares an unmistakable despair 


When Puppy meets Sophie, a 
vacuous fashion writer and mod- 
el-wannabe, he traps himself in a 
relationship with her to further 
advance his quest with her close 
friend Sarupa. 

Here there is something slight- 
ly different from Houellebecq: a 
belief that the character has the 
ability to conform to human mo- 
nogamy and a belief in love. But 


heaven about Tourism . But neither 
will they find Dhaliwal hellish. 


This debut is written with such 
self-assurance, at times shining 
with clarity while at others fail- 
mg to cover the over-generalised 
discourses of the novel: “Women 
cultivate imbecility in men; infan- 
tilised by ovenndulgence, men be- 
come dependent on them.” Dhali- 
wal’s own experiences of turbulent 


for humanity, but it differs starkly every quotidian action, and his 
from Houellebecq’s. belief in these grander forces, like 

While Houellebcq’s creations love, aren’t convincing enough to 
are trapped in the rigid few emo- lead to happy salvation, 
tions of reckless apathy and help- Dhaliwal sets up an intriguing 
less melancholy, Dhaliwal’s central resolution to these issues. Houel- 


Puppy is a hopeless hedonist, marriage seem to course the veins 4; 
trapped in the insignificance of of Puppy’s character, 
every quotidian action, and his Other discourses carry the 
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character (and narrator) teems 
with desire, love, regret, shame, 
arid embarrassment, all the while 
world-weary because of a seeming 
inability to change his life for the 
better whilst these negative emo- 
tions plague him. 

Dhaiiwal’s exploration of the 
societal structures that entrench 
Puppy in melancholy are interest- 


lebecq characters seldom face a 
more complex decision than how 
to satisfy their immediate sexual 
urges, insofar as they are resigned 
to their own despair. 

But what is lacking from Dhali- 
wal’s writing, and where Houelle- 
becq glows, is a background and 
reasoning for the characters’ mis- 
anthropy. In Tourism , there is a 


sura 


author’s belief in his own simple 
truths. About the religious indoc- 
trination of Puppy’s sister and a 
Pakistani boy with whom he kept 
company at school, Puppy com- 
ments, “Rani was raised to hate 
Muslims; Asaf was raised to hate 
girls.” 

Surprisingly, it isn’t these dis- 
courses on society, religion, and 
gender/sex relationships which 
stutter the narrative. The most 
enjoyable parts of the novel are 
Dhaliwal’s discourses on pop cul- 




ture, which are strikingly reminis- 
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Houellebecq’s have. The relation- 
ship and motivation that Puppy 
has with his muse Sarupa is thinly 
constructed, and its resolution is 
bathetic ( see “Bathos and pathos” 
box below) because her true mean- 
ing to Puppy is not demonstrated. 
It is a contradiction which plagues 
the novel’s plot structure and 
leaves the reader aloof from truly 
understanding the narrator’s ni- 
hilism and misanthropy, in a way 
that Michel Houellebecq is con- 
stantly able to evoke pathos for his 
hopelessly numb characters. 

Tourism's cover - an erect nip- 
ple and pushed-up breast - makes 
it clear that Michel Houellebecq 
heavily influenced the novel. Tour- 
ism has probably been penned 
with too much of an eye on repro- 
ducing the French author’s great- 
ness without reconciling its own 
differences. 

Tourism is an enthralling cul- 
tural commentary on modern Brit- 
ain, but falls short of contributing 
valuable commentary of universal 
despair for mankind and hatred 
for life so sincerely conveyed by 
Michel Houellebecq. ■ 
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cent of Bret Easton-Elhs. The most 
amusing of these passages is one 

1 T\ 1^1 1 . 1 

where Puppy shows the distorted 
reality in the US TV series Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air, that a streetwise 
kid waltzing in to high-society, all 
the while fitting in with his lower- 
!||pp class homies, is responsible for a 
great deal of class divide in Britain 
today. 

Dhaliwal succeeds in acting as 
a commentator of the significant 
cultures of Britain, from his own 
Sikhism to Islam, India to Paki- 
stan to Africa and the Caribbean. 
But the novel fails to deliver what 


Tourism, by Nirpal Singh Dhali- 
wal, is published by Vintage 
Books ($24.95 RRP) and is avail- 
able now. 
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Beautiful words 

Johannes Climacus 

In Zadie Smith’s third novel .On 
Beauty, which won the moderately 
prestigious Orange Prize for wom- 
en writers a few weeks back, there 
is a sharply observed encounter 
between two teenage girls, the one 
welcoming the other to a dinner 
party. Smith describes the hostess 
harvesting “the visual informa- 
tion” of “that searing glimpse of 
the girl, the instantaneous recog- 
nition (on both sides) of her physi- 
cal superiority.” 

It is this keen eye for the aes- 
thetics of everyday life that el- 
evates Smith above most of the 
other writers of her generation 
into the high-country of the best- 
seller charts, winning her plaudits 
from literati and Danielle Steel 
buffs alike. 

A signature of her style, espe- 
cially in most recent work, is her 
distinctly self-conscious portrayal 
of beauty. Of course, devotees 
of the post-modern novel will 
say that this is nothing new. Yet 
Smith distinguishes herself from 
the postmodern pack by ladling 
out depictions of beauty that are 
conscious of themselves, but not 
overbearingly so (as in the case, 
arguably, of writers such as Adam 
Thirlwell who, along with Smith, 
was hailed by Granta Magazine as 
one of Britain’s most promising 
young novelists in 2003). She also 
has an unfashionably ill-concealed 
reverence for the moderns, citing 
Kafka as a major influence, and 
parroting the structure of EM For- 
ster’s Howard’s End in On Beauty. 

A Chicago evening with Smith 

On May 17, before answering some 
of our questions, she read two pas- 
sages from On Beauty to a lecture 
theatre thronging with Univer- 
sity of Chicago students and pro- 
fessors, all seemingly content to 
forfeit an evening with Madeline 
Albright (declaiming simultane- 
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« ously only a few hundred more or less than an attempt to 
yards away). describe “the affective experience 

After the reading we of beauty”. What she disparages is 

asked Smith a range of questions, ignorant beauty - ignorant of it- 

and in response she provided a self and devoid of real content. But 
range of statements that were is she successful in hewing a genu- 
generally interesting but tended ine beauty out of the everyday? 

to bear only an oblique relevance In answering, we might muster 
to the questions asked. In answer- a turn of phrase from her debut 
ing, she provided more than a few novel White Teeth: “a past tense, fu- 
interesting perspectives on the US, ture present kind of mood.” This is 
on her home, and on the novel as an arresting and attractive turn of 
an artistic medium. phrase certainly, but does it brook 

A striking thematic riff of the some deep significance? This, as 
evening was her withering take the refrain of mediocre criticism 
on American popular culture. goes, you must decide for yourself. 
Smith recounted a walk in down- At the very least, it is evidence of 
town Chicago earlier in the day the author’s awareness that words 
when she had come across a gag- can be arranged beautifully while 
gle of semi-clad teenage girls in an simultaneously poking fun at the 
American Apparel advertisement. trope of the pun on words. 
(American Apparel is a lo-fi take Smith also addressed the rela- 
on Abercrombie and Fitch). Of tionship between the artistry of 
these girls she remarked, “All they the novel and the living of a life, 
have is their youth." She conceded Like Primo Levi, who - aside from 
that “it is hard his stint in Auschwitz and as a 
, to be a seven- refugee after the war - lived in his 

i teen year-old house in Turin from his birth un- 

2J- 7 girl” but was til his death, Smith has also lived 

•7/ \ IT ^ tf -* — '* ■ nevertheless a stationary life. She still lives on 
^ ~ | eager to de- the same street in the North Lon- 

? . srsp ?.J ; cry the “fool’s don suburb of Willesden Green on 

i; JL & i conscious- which she was born. 

7 r f ness of young When asked about her appar- 

women”. ent immovability Smith respond- 

, > > : This neat- ed wryly. “I am not a great believer 

4r - f '% % Vffi- |v ty illustrates in experience.” She made the claim 

lijf Vs'fe-' t ^ ie delinea- that as a girl and young woman 
' ^ tion between she attempted to live through nov- 

' the kind of els. She confesses that as a girl she 

beauty that thought she “was kind of nerdy”. 
Smith seeks to explore in Here, as elsewhere, Smith’s self- 
her work and the kind of glib beau- consciousness seeming to verge on 

ty that these girls represented self-mockery. In the same vein she 
for her. Her criticism of the girls’ went on to muse of On Beauty: 
beauty as meretricious was im- “Sometimes I ask myself, 
plicit. It was the perceived dearth ‘Should I have written this book?’ 
of consciousness of this beauty No, probably not.” 
that she criticised overtly. Smith Luckily for us, Smith’s liking of 
is certainly not averse to beauty it- self-deprecation seems to be more 
self, or its depiction in art - in fact pose than showstopper. ■ 

she made a point of contrasting 

herself with her literary peers who On Beauty, by Zadie Smith, is 
are “allergic to the mention of aes- published by Hamish Hamilton 
thetic pleasure” and her own writ- ($29.95 rrp) and is available 
ing which she claimed as nothing now. 


'i 


mm 


Alex Douglas 

I hope someone other than me, be- 
sides the friends who alerted me 
to it, saw The Weekend Australian 
review of Slavoj Zizek by Deborah 
Hope and shared the pain. It is ex- 
citing to see a newspaper as widely 
read as The Australian reviewing 
somebody as interesting as Zizek, 
and such a disappointment to see 
the review so shamefully devoid of 
content. 

(Who the hell, by the way, is 
Deborah Hope? Besides the photo- 
graph of her - where she seems to' 
be regarding a tray of burnt scones 
and thinking awfully hard about 
whatever shall she do -l could find 
no other information about her.) 

Usually at the end of a review 
there is something like “So-and- 
so, the author of this review, has 
recently published XYZ”. That isn’t 
just to plug so-and-so’s book; it 
is also there so the reader, whose 
time is money, can decide ahead 
of time whether the review is 
worth reading. If Ms Hope hasn't 
published anything, The Austral- 
ian (henceforth The Boon ) could 
at least have put something like: 
"Deborah Hope is everything you 
hate about middle-agers.” 

It hardly matters, however, 
since she basically announces 
right away that her review has a 
0 % chance of being worth reading. 
Observe the opening: 

If Slavoj Zizek doesn’t exist, he 
should. My suspicion is he’s a 
figment of his own imagination, 
but how can I be sure? Others 
before me have had the same di- 
lemma. They can’t decide wheth- 
er he’s a genius or a comedian 
pretending to be an impenetra- 
ble political prophet. 
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That almost tells you enough, 
but soccer mums who pollute the 
page with idiotic, wet, diched 
jokes linked by conjunctive phras- 
es to sentences that don’t logically 
follow at all can still have useful 
information to give. But then, a 
few sentences later: 

Zizek’s name caught my eye a 
few months back when I came 
across an item in Madrid daily El 
Pais. It described the “Ljubljua- 
na philosopher, sociologist, and 
cultural critic" as one of today’s 
most controversial thinkers. 
This was perplexing. I hadn’t 
heard of him, and his name 
drew a blank with all three deep 
thinkers I asked. 

So we see. What you’re saying, 
Ms Hope, is that you know noth- 
ing of what you’re about to explore 
for 1,700 more words. Please do go 
on - we find your ignorance simply 
fascinating. I can just picture the 
“deep thinkers”... 


look the beast in the belly. One 
must learn, and learn well, what 
puerile pundits, what vapid vi- 
ragos, what dilapidated gorgons 
count as the literary elites in a 
culture which long ago traded in 
its brain for a second spleen. One 
must glean symptoms from these 
intellectual vacuums towards a 
broader sociological diagnosis. 

And so I ask: really, why the 
fuck is this lady talking about Slav- 
oj Zizek? The last vaguely philo- 
sophical piece I read in The Boon 
was a two-page special tracing a 
sketchy anthropological history 
of the human psyche to conclude 
that the free market is actually 
the Almighty Himself. It met the 
general industry standard in mak- 
ing the reader want to tear out his 
or her hair and devour shards of 
broken glass. It was not outside 
the norm in any way. 

But reviewing an author whom 
one is clearly never going to even 
attempt to understand, in a tone 
My purpose here is not just abuse. of conspiracy with the reader to 
One must suffer through the back suggest that the reader is also nev- 
pages of The Boon if one wants to er going to attempt to understand, 
live honestly in this wretched is odd, even from this bogan peri- 
country. There is no other way to odical. 


You might think, from the quota- 
tions above, that Ms Hope then 
goes on a voyage of discovery and 
reports how, in the end, she found 
Zizek. 

Ha! In fact, the article ends 
having told you nothing whatso- 
ever about Zizek except his actual 
physical location at various points 
in time, by noting how Zizek has 
yet to answer Hope’s invitation 
to an interview “to help find a 
path through this intellectual me- 
lange”. 

Can you imagine? “Hi, my 
name is Deborah Hope. I write for 
The Weekend Boon. I hear you’re fa- 
mous. I’ve never read your books 
and I never will. What’s a Lacan? 
Where’s Lubberlubberlana? What’s 
a dialectical materialism? I think 
‘gadfly’ is spelled ‘gladfly’. Please 
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jj take time out of being a famous 
** intellectual to talk to me.” 

You just keep on waiting by the 
phone, Ms Hope. 

The best part is her scintillat- 
ing finale where she quotes Filip 
Buekens from Tilburg University 
(I guess Gore Vidal was unavail- 
able for comment) as saying that 
Lacan was a fraud. 

I honestly thought that to be 
a journalist, unless you were es- 
pecially talented, you had to go to 
university. And I thought one of 
the precious few things you learn 
at university is that quotations 
from less-than-highly-reputable 
figures aren’t really conclusive ar- 
guments in themselves. 

Correct me if I’m wrong, but 
“Marx was Jewish, but Ronald Re- 
agan said communism is wrong" 
still doesn’t quite make an HD es- 
say. But since my little piece fol- 
lows the general format of Hope’s 
article and saves quite a few words 
as well, I wonder if The Boon will 
give me a job. 

Okay, maybe I’ve misunderstood 
the article. Perhaps it’s a think 
piece, examining whether, as 
Hope asks in the beginning, Zizek 
is “a genius or a comedian pretend- 
ing to be an impenetrable politi- 
cal theorist”. The question itself, 
though stupidly worded in several 
inconsistent ways throughout the 
article, is not, in essence, a bad 
one. 

On the other hand, forgive me 
for losing my cool, but I was just 
wondering whether uncertainty 
about the intellectual status of a 
particular author should not nor- 
mally impel one to read a SINGLE 
MOTHERFUCKING BOOK? 

Hope asks whether Zizek is se- 
rious, “whether he is a comedian 
posing as an intellectual”, whether 
he is hoaxing us, whether he is a 
scatty eclectic or has a real vision, 
all this without actually opening a 
single one of Zizek’s books, which 
are not altogether unreadable in 


conjunction with a dictionary and 
a computer that can access Wiki- 
pedia. You don’t need to have read 
Lacan and Marx. So what the hell 
is Hope’s problem? 

Somewhere in the article she 
mentions that “April 1 was fast 
approaching” - some moronic and 
opaque joke about April Fool’s 
Day and Zizek the joker. But one 
notices her article is dated June 
17. A two-minute search on Ama- 
zon.com would alert you to which 
book of Zizek’s is likely to give a 
decent overview. The book itself 
would take you a couple of days to 
get through. Whatever The Boon 
spent on printing Hope’s review 
she owes back to them, as well as 
her salaried hours writing it. 

All this is just to remind oth- 
ers, as well as myself, how stupid, 
stupid, thoroughly stupid and cre- 
tinous a society we live in. 

Nobody should be blamed for 
not having read Zizek. But how in 
God’s name have we ended up with 
a culture where a paid literary re- 
viewer will not do the two simple 
things required to give a qualified 
opinion on whether or not an au- 
thor is worth reading? 

With so much to read and so 
much misleading hype, our gen- 
eral enlightenment depends upon 
the role of reviewers as filters. It 
is precisely the lack of such filters 
that means the same authors ap- 
pear again and again in the display 
sections of bookshops, mindlessly 
snapped up by intellectual autom- 
atons who have learned as reflex 
reactions to grab for the names 
they know. Thus did the idiots in- 
herit the earth. 

I am not, by the way, disdain- 
ing such automatons, being one 
of them myself. I shall offer what 
small service I can in this humble 
campus rag to make up for Hope’s 
abomination. 

My non-fiction reading now 
consists entirely in collections of 
letters. But for a brief period while 
I was working at a law firm and 
feeling important in my pinstriped 


pants, I indulged aspirations to 
enter political “well-informed cir- 
cles”. In this period I read the big 
names in American political com- 
mentary as well as more abstract 
theory like Zizek. In fact, on the 
bus to work the majority of Zizek’s 
books found their place on my pin- 
striped lap. 

What I can say, on this minor 
recommendation of my minor ex- 
pertise, is that Zizek is certainly 
not a mere clown. Nor is he a hoax- 
er, at least not in the strong sense. 

The best statement of his gen- 
eral views is probably in Revolu- 
tion at the Gates. There he begins 
by saying that the criticisms of 
capitalism and the current world 
order are already well-known and 
documented by people like Noam 
Chomsky. This deference to a rath- 
er unreliable authority on an enor- 
mous generalisation is certainly' 
strange, and stranger still is his 
drawing on Christopher Hitchens. 

What makes him definitely not 
a pundit is his propensity to speak 
as though his audience consists of 
like-minded people. He regularly 
uses abstract terms like “the cur- 
rent order”, “contemporary capi- 
talist society”, and “the current 
power structure”, assuming that 
we well know what these terms re- 
fer to and acceptingly understand 
their negative connotations. He 
preaches as though to the choir; 
he has no use for polemic; he is 
not evangelising for the left. His 
interests lie elsewhere. 

They lie, in fact, in building 
a proper theoretical scaffolding 
for a leftist movement in a world 
where radical politics have become 
distended, decadent, and scarcely 
coherent. 

He spends a great deal of time 
criticising the left wing of the 
middle classes, especially academ- 
ics, for hiding behind vacuous 
affirmations of political correct- 
ness and cultural difference. These 
movements fail to commit them- 
selves to a strong agenda and end 
up unwittingly falling in line with 
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the neoconservatives, who also 
affirm political correctness, de- 
mocracy, and difference, but in a 
much more forceful and imperial- 
istic way. In this he overlooks how 
much the Right also exploits his 
own resentment toward the taw- 
driness of political correctness. 
(We in Australia are in a good po- 
sition to see this.) 

What the Lacanianism seems 
to be about is countering our ten- 
dency to hope for a better society 
and to fail to do anything towards 
bringing it about. The point seems 
to me to be that simple, and I don’t 
think Zizek really needs to use 
such complex theoretical machin- 
ery to make it - this is probably 
just self-indulgence. 

Zizek is right that overcoming 
this tendency in our society really 
would call for nothing less than a 
revolution, even if one in thinking 
alone. Saying all this in the high- 
handed language of established 
Continental philosophy seems 
vaguely self-defeating. 

Zizek is an important political 
philosopher, though no less politi- 
cally naive than philosophers tra- 
ditionally are. 

His book on Deleuze is a load 
of nonsense. He is an important 
and insightful critic and observer 
of our society. 

He is not as witty as he thinks 
he is, and if he really entered the 
gauntlet of American political 
punditry he sometimes flirts with, 
he would be eaten alive. 

His anecdotes about life on 
the other side of the Iron Curtain 
make his books appealing even on 
a purely literary level. 

He deserves the wide reader- 
ship he has, and the films about 
him are likely to be interesting. 

So why couldn’t Ms Hope have 
spent ten hours-on reading a book 
and told that to the wider reader- 
ship of The Boon ? ■ 

Alex Douglas is everything you 
hate about uni students. 


X-Men 3 

Saad Hafiz 


X-Men 3: The Last Stand is the third 
and possibly final chapter in the 
X-Men movie franchise. It has been 
long anticipated by fans and - a ver- 
itable rarity for a movie with this 
much surrounding hype - manages 
to deliver. 

We’re all used to special effects. 
To me, most movies contain no spe- 
cial effects because they are used 
in every single scene, so they are no 
longer “special”. Although many of 
the effects were amazing, there was 
nothing special, or mind blowing, 
as such. 

Special effects can never com- 
pensate for a weak plot or script, 
and in this department, the film is 
quite strong. The story revolves our 
old friends the X-Men, and Mag- 
neto, who has managed to gain a 
new band of loyal followers. A ma- 
jor pharmaceutical company has 
developed a drug that suppresses 
the mutant gene, thereby curing 
mutations. 

There is, however, one problem. 
Many mutants don’t see perceive 
themselves as defective. This is 
what leads Magneto to gain a new 
band of followers, and destroy this 
“cure”. The cure is entirely volun- 
tary. However, the military is using 
the drug in weapons to use against 
mutants, and it this event, turning 
a loyal follower of Magneto into a 
human that he uses to persuade 
other to join him. Here we see how 
anti-human Magneto really is. He 
abandons his now human compan- 
ion, and says "you’re one of them 
now”. 

The X-Men stories have always 
been more than your average super- 
hero fairy-tale. Intricate plotlines 
and background mean that the 
films are generally tackling topics 
that are far more important than 
what we initially see. Magneto is a 
holocaust survivor, for example. He 
never wants to see prejudice again. 
The “cure” in the third film helps 
makes mutants “normal”. So what 
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is normal? The mutants with no 
external physical deformities don’t 
have a problem, or whose powers 
are beneficial do not want a cure. 
But what about all the mutants 
who are suffering, whose powers 
are more a hindrance? This raises 
interesting ethical questions about 
accepting who you are. Many of the 
mutants’ powers would actually be 
seen as disabilities in reality. 

By the time this goes to print, I’m 
willing to bet that most of you will 
have seen X-Men 3. So I don’t care if 
I spoil the ending for you. Jean has 
become the most powerful mutant 
in the world, and cannot control 
her powers as the Dark Phoenix. 
Indeed, the 
scenes where 
she is killing, 
and watch- 
ing her face 
transform are 
quite horrific. 

I was quite 
saddened by 
the death of 
certain char- 
acters, and even more so when Mag- 
neto loses his powers. Magneto is a 
villain, yet we have a certain sense 
of empathy for him. And he is an 
honourable villain, as he respects 
his enemy, Professor x. 

XMen 3 has received mixed reac- 
tions by critics. But I liked it. And 
to those who didn’t, I say: how can 
any film where the main character’s 
love interest becomes practically a 
goddess and has to die in his arms 
after he has penetrated her with his 
claws be bad? ■ 


((( 
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Modular and Landsoeed Records Present . \ 

The Presets, Digitalism, Mikah filli 
Freeman, and Hancock Basement 


Saad Hafiz 


»••••••••••••••••••••# 


The Presets consist of 
Sydney-based duo Julian ^ 
Hamilton and Kim Moyes. 

They released their debut 
album in September last 
year to positive critical re- 
sponse. 

I love Wikipedia. Don’t you? 

Yeah, I like the Presets, I even 
own a few of their records, and I’ve 
downloaded a few of their songs. 
But I’d never seen them live, so I 
was interested in how they would 
achieve their sound. So on Friday, 


fc ^?N 
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dance out in front, his arse shak- 
ing wildly, before realising that he 
needed to change the record. The 
dance floor slowly filled up as the 
energy increased, until it was at 
bursting point just before the Pre- 
sets came on. 

The Presets played every song 


2 June, I got some free tickets and from their album, and as expected. 


went and saw them, along with 
Hancock Basement, Mikah Free- 
man, and Digitalism (the guys who 
made that mad song "Zdarlight”). 

The ANU bar was quite packed, 


it did not sound exactly the same 
as the album version. That's good 
as it means a live performance is 
taking place, and they’re not sim- ^ 
ply playing recorded instrumental 


as expected, given the refectory tracks. The energy was huge, and 
was closed, and only the bar down the Presets are truly a brilliant 
to the front of the refectory was live act, with music ranging from 

closed. This effectively gave punt- party to chill, to just plain scary. 


ers only half of the available space, 
but this ultimately proved a wise 
move, as it didn’t leave the floor 
looking empty. 

Upon arriving, the ANUs own 
Hancock Basement was playing. 
Having never heard them, I was 
duly impressed. Despite putting 
out an utterly shite magazine by 
the name of Peppercorn, Nick Beres- 


Mikah came on again after the 
Presets, and the Digitalism. Digi- 
talism had a few problems; their 
sound kept on dropping out, and 
this was, I suspect, due to over- 
loading their laptops and the CPUs 
not being able to keep up. 

Rule number one of live elec- 
tronic performance: keep the 
CPU usage below 60%. Just about 


ford-Wylie is more than able as a every track Digitalism played was 


guitarist and the band’s drummer 
is amazing. I would quite like to 
remix them (<myspace.com/saad- 
hafiz>). 

Mikah Freeman played next, 
combining 1980s music with 
« '• modern electro bombs, and some 
tastefully weird music. The mash 
up of Trek and “Ice Ice Baby” was 
' truly great. 

Mikah is perhaps the most 
entertaining DJ I’ve seen, periodi- 
cally leaving his decks to come and 


is* 


a variation on the theme of last 
year’s smash song “Zdarlight”, 
with the same notes as that bass 
line, in a different order. Everyone 
was waiting for “Zdarlight” to be 
played, and unsurprisingly it was 
the last song. 

All in all it was a great night 
with plenty of energy. Mikah Free- 
man was entertaining as; The Pre- 
sets rocked; and even Digitalism, 
although a little disappointing, 
delivered the goods. ■ 
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Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, Stadium 
Arcadium 


Ben Hermann 


It was bound to 
happen with a 
band like this. 

Years of 
success and ac- 
claim. Almost 
nothing even resembling a dud 
record in almost two decades. It 
was only a matter of time before 
the Chili Peppers would become 
tired with K2 and go for Everest: 
the double album. 

Like the Beatles’ “white al- 
bum”, The Clash’s Sandinista and 
the Smashing Pumpkin’s Mellon 
Collie and the Infinite Sadness, the 
merits of Stadium Arcadium will be 
debated amongst fans for a while 
yet. This album is without a doubt 
self-indulgent, but it’s hard to de- 
cipher whether the group’s song- 
writing quality has suffered. 

The first disc “Jupiter” gives 
you the impression that Kiedis 
and the rest of the crew may fi- 
nally have lost their libido. 

A majority of “Jupiter” is com- 
prised of simple, poppy micro- 
ballads like “Stadium Arcadium”, 
“Slow Cheetah”, and “Especially 
in Michigan". They reflect the 
mindset of “Zephyr”, “Under the 
Bridge”, and “Californication”, 
but with much less effort and 
complexity than was apparent on 
these songs. 

Surely Flea couldn’t have been 
too excited making this first disc. 
Only on the tracks “Hump de 
Bump” and “Torture Me” is he 
given the opportunity to exercise 
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his right thumb by kicking out a 
couple of physical funked-up slap 
base riffs. 

For the most part, this is saved 
for the second disc “Mars” where 
the album (mostly) sheds its limp, 
sentimental excesses and presents 
us with the style of sexed-up, out- 
rageous metal/funk/rap/whatever 
the hell you want to call it music 
that shows the band still has the 
balls to make songs like they did 
on Blood Sugar Sex Magik and One 
Hot Minute. “21st Century”, “Ready- 
made”, “So Much I”, and “Storm in 
a Teacup” among others show the 
group expressing themselves in 
what appears to be a much more 
comfortable fashion. 

Although Kiedis, Flea and 
Chad Smith all live up to respec- 
tive expectations, it’s the amaz- 
ingly elaborate and creative use 
of almost every influence ever ex- 
pressed on a Chili Peppers album 
by John Frusciante on “Mars” that 
ultimately makes this second disc, 
and most probably and the whole 
double album. 

Stadium Arcadium is an amaz- 
ing achievement. Although there 
are tracks on both discs that sound 
like they were given a little less at- 
tention and fine-tuning than the 
rest, they are certainly nothing 
worse than what the group has 
produced before. 

“Jupiter” by itself would have 
been a flop. “Mars” would have 
received some praise but nothing 
mind-blowing. By putting them 
together, the group has allowed 
itself to experiment a little but at 
the same time develop and hone 
the stylistic nuances they already 
held. By separating differing ele- 
ments into two discs, the listener 
is presented with a more purpose- 
ful, flowing and enjoyable record 
than if they had attempted to cut 
half of each and mix them into one 
disc. 

It’s indulgent and decadent, 
but luckily the Chili Peppers have 
the experience, talent and brains 
to pull it off. ■ 




Tool, 10,000 Days 


Ben Hermann 



This is difficult. 
When I review- 
ing an album I 
usually use the 
group’s back 
catalogue as a 
background to 
judge the new release against. 

Unfortunately, Tool has given 
me very little material to work 
with. 10,000 Days, although an 
outstanding Tool album, provides 
the listener with nothing much 
worse than what they’ve done 
before, nothing much better and 
nothing much new. 

The album as a whole sounds 
a little softer than Lateralus, but 
this is due in part to the increased 
presence on 10,000 Days of what 
could be labeled as either filler or 
just decadent, overdrawn “experi- 
mentation” on the tracks “Lipan 
Conjuring”, “Lost Keys (Blame 
Hofmann)” and “Intension”. 

But once you take away these 
elements; once you get down to 
the meatier parts; once you find 
the type of tracks that made you 
like Tool in the first place, then 
you realise that not a whole lot has 
changed in the last five years. 

The opener “Vicarious” sets an 
amazing precedent for the remain- 
der of the album with a simplicity, 
rawness, and volume that harks 
back to the days of yEnima. The 
combined tracks “Wings for Marie, 


(Pt.i)” and “10,000 Days (Wings, 
Pt. 2)” offer a sense of morbidity 
set against tender, calm melodies, 
and although Maynard James 
Keenan's vocals and the shifting 
time signatures make these tracks 
sound uniquely Tool, they may be 
resented by fans looking for a re- 
make of Lateralus' amazing double 
track "Parabol/Parabola”. “Jambi” 
and “The Pot” are both classic Tool 
and will nevertheless will placate 
almost any fans looking for tracks 
containing the group’s broader, 
root sound. 

Most tracks clock in at over 
seven minutes, and while some, 
such as “Rosetta Stoned”, may test 
your patience a little, all is for- 
given as the tracks crescendo into 
an amazing climax where all is let 
loose, in true Tool style. 

If this album proves divisive, 
it will be so over the amount of 
nonsensical filler, or between fans 
who were satisfied with another 
quality Tool album and those who 
may have been seeking a deeper 
evolution from the band. 

If Tool were just another group 
who released a new album every 
two years, then change would cer- 
tainly be necessary. However, when 
you consider the depth of most of 
Tool’s songs and the amount of pa- 
tience that is required to develop 
and craft the group’s sound, then 
it seems that many fans, albeit 
devoted, may be expecting a little 
too much from an already excep- 
tional group. ■ 


((( 
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Legends of Aussie music scene 

Justin Pritchard was seventeen and had yet to reach puberty. As if that 
weren’t bad enough, he also found a love for You Am I 


Before I ever 
heard You Am 
I, I was a con- 
fused pre-pu- 
bescent 17-year 
old, wearing a 
Nirvana t-shirt 
and denouncing anything "pop” 
as the direct evil of the heavy, dis- 
torted grunge I held dear. 

And then one day the feel- 
good vibes of You Am I’s melodies 
flooded me with a desire to be eve- 
rything they sang about. The most 
notable case of this happening was 
my plan to become a milkman, af- 
ter hearing their single “Mr Milk” 
from 1996’s Hourly Daily. 

Exploring beyond their first 
impression (which seemingly di- 
rected my career path into a tight- 
fit milk truck) revealed a weighty 
catalogue where I had expected to 
find very little. Their lack of fame 
suggested transient success and 
quick disregard by the music in- 
dustry, despite being the first Aus- 
tralian band to have three albums 
debut at #1 on the aria charts, 
and almost every successful Aus- 
tralian band today citing them as 
an influence, among them Little 
Birdy, Dallas Crane and Jet. 

I write about You Am I as if 
their time has come and gone. 
They’re not ancient, just veterans 
of the Aussie music scene. This 
album has been four years since 
2002’s Deliverance, which was a 
disappointing collection of songs 
despite the individual brilliance of 
some. 

All four members of the band 
have explored other projects. Lead 
singer Tim Rogers has put out a 
double album with his country- 
tinted rock band The Temperance 
Union. 

Lead guitarist Davey Lane last 


year put out the 
debut album for 
the band The Pic- 
tures that he has 
long fronted. 

Andy Kent has 
been busy play- 
ing bass for one of 
the most expected 
albums of 2006, 

The Vines’ Vision 
Valley. 

AndRustyHop- 
kinson has been 
drumming for 
punk legends Ra- You Am I recoi 
dio Birdman. 

And the opening track of Con- 
victs, “Thank God I've Hit Rock 
Bottom”, truly makes it seem like 
You Am I is not where these guys 
want to be. But from this track, 
which may be at home at a compi- 
lation of "Mediocre Ramones-In- 
spired Songs”, the band ascends to 
the sublime. 

Lane is in top form on guitar on 
the second track, “It Ain’t Funny 



You Am I recording a new album 



How We Don’t Talk Anymore”. The 
call and response between Rogers 
and Lane and the less vocally tal- 
ented Kent and Hopkinson makes 
this song an accomplishment for 
the whole band. 

This is the most You Am I have 
rocked for a long time, and invites 
comparison with rock jaunts from 
earlier years like “Get Up” and 
“Rumble”. 

The third track, “Friends Like 
You”, has a similarly plain chorus 
to the first track, but the guitar 
lines and the harmonies are so 
sweet, that it recalls You Am I’s 
quintessential Hourly Daily. From 
another nondescript opening, “Se- 
crets” rises to become the song of 
the album . The dark chord progres- 
sion at the end of this song evokes 
memories of You Am I’s 1993 post- 
grunge debut Sound As Ever. 

Rogers has always worn his 
heart on his sleeve, often sparking 
comment about his personal and 
romantic life. In “Secrets” the lyr- 
ics hint at memories of romance 
past, telling of keeping his "love 
buried with grief” and being “just 
another face in the crowd”. During 
the past few years he has faced a 
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CD reviews 


John Course and Goodwill, 
Ministry of Sound Sessions 3 


Saad Hafiz 


The Shapeshifters, Sound Advice 


Sessions 3 sees the 
departure - for 

^ whatever reason - 
of Mark Dynamix 
from mixing the 
series’ second CD. 

■ • 1 : r, 

This is a shame as 
Dynamix’s CDs were better than John 
Course’s, often playing edgier, less 
commercial music. 

A catch-22 situation: many DJs 
would be playing songs from disc 2, 
only for them to be released by MoS, 
and thus those D js would be thought 
of as being unoriginal, despite the fact 
they had been playing those tunes for 
months beforehand. Oh well. 

Sessions 3 is the same mix of club 
tunes designed to fill the space be- 
tween the annual releases, and show- 
cases some of the biggest and best 
tracks that have been rocking dance- 
floors around Australia, Everything 
from funky to electro and everything 
in between is generally covered. The 
tunes are picked for their popularity, 
so there’s inevitably a lot of cheesy 
stuff. 

Disc 1 is particularly cheesy, ex- 
cept for track one, the Dirty South 
Remix of “It’s Too Late”. Disc 1 is rub- 
bish. It has poor, unimaginative mix- 
ing, which is a shame, as John Course 
is a great DJ, and the mixes are placed 
in some really poor spots. 

Disc 2 surprised me, being largely 
electro and 1980s type tunes. It was 
brilliant. Tracks such as "Same Man”, 
“All This Love” and “I Don’t Care” are 
truly class, yet being fun without be- 
ing cheesy, at the same time. I espe- 
cially like “Chewing Gum” by Annie, 
the Mylo remix on show here. This 
tune has humour, and just makes 
you smile upon hearing it. Hilarious 
vocals coupled with a cheeky (not 
cheesy!) synth make for a great track. 
One for the ladies I’m sure. 

Buy this CD, throw away disc 1, 
and savour disc 2/ 

disc 1 


Everyone’s heard “Lola’s Theme”. It 
was said to be the track that resur- 
rected dance music: uplifting, sexy, 
funky house music. 

Sound Advice is 

! 1 1 r ' : ■■ ■■■ '■ • h ’ ■ ■ : u 

**ibum”, and 
not a Ci: danaa 

';j.l music. Th^ is un 
fortunate, as the 

CD is quite bad. 

Here’s a hint. Dance producers 
shouldn’t try to branch into being 
more profound, or else you end up 
with rubbish like this. 

Some tracks are good ~ “Lola’s 
Theme” and “Back to Basics" most ob- 
viously. “Sensitivity” is okay, and so is 
“Incredible”. 

But the rest are really bad, espe- 
cially “Instead of Falling”. Nearly all 
the vocals are cheesy and cliched. 
Even then, it is somewhat listenable, 
and some people may like it. 


Bob Sinclair, Western Dream 


bombardment of questions about 
his separation from his wife, so 
Rogers’ lyrics are even more per- 
sonally engaging of talking of ro- 
mantic disregard while being such 
a cult music figure. 

The rest of the album reveals 
nothing progressive for You Am I. 
"Gunslingers” is particularly stag- 
nant stylistically. It seems to be 
a cross between a Strokes B-side 
and a Temperance Union song. 
Convicts is in the vein of all the 
albums since Sound As Ever (1993), 
Hi-Fi Way (1995) and Hourly Daily 
(1996), all cult classics. 

Each album since is an incom- 
plete collection, resplendent with 
filler tracks, uninspiring chord 
progressions, and a band whose 
reputation seems to be maintained 
by their rocking live shows rather 
than a quality collection of songs. 
There are, however, a number of 
brilliant songs that keep adding 
to the weight of You Am I’s cata- 
logue. 

Surprisingly, as one of the few 
songwriter/vocalists in the world 
who is a master at both rock and 
balladry, there are no ballads on 
this album. But this does what all 
good pop should do. Although it 
doesn’t flood me with the memo- 
ries when milkmanship seemed 
destined to be my trade, for the 
time being, it makes me buoyantly 
happy when there is no apparent 
reason to be so. 

Keep an eye out for this one. 
And if it isn’t just my idealisation 
of a band that I’ve loved for so long 
causing me to write such a partial 
review, keep an eye out for reviews 
by converted listeners, and stash 
some money aside for this one, 
and perhaps some more for their 
other albums too. 

You Am I fans will adore an- 
other dose of a band, who despite 
influencing so many, have a sound 
that can’t be imitated. With the 
Go-Betweens now no more (RIP 
Grant McLennan), You Am I are 
outright better than any Aussie 
act going round today. ■ 
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Australia is knocked out of the V; 
World Cup and thousands of Aus- 
tralians celebrate with joy. „ 

Who are these “Australians”? 

How could they be so disloyal to 
our brave Socceroos? 

They call themselves “Italian- 
Australians” - a euphemism for 
the fact that these people aren’t 
really Australians at all, they’re 
Italians. It’s the same story with 
Greek-Australians, and Croatian- 
Australians. They’re all happy to ;§; 
barrack against our Socceroos. ,/.^u r c~ 
After Australia lost the police . 
had to separate aggressive Italian 
fans chanting “Viva Italia!” from 
good natured and patriotic Aus- ; 

. v>v 


sies. 

A lot of people keep saying to 
me, “It’s just sport, Andrew; let it . 

fTol" ? 

gO! 

It may just be sport for the mo 


. p|p 

ment, but in my opinion the World ; 
Cup is a warning sign. For example, ■ 
could we really trust these people 
next time we go to war with Italy : v 
or Greece? Could we go into battle 
knowing that thousands of Aus- 
tralians’ loyalties lie elsewhere? ,i ; 
We’ve got enough problems with 
the anti-Aussie sentiment of our - 
Muslims as it is, and now we have v . .. 
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Gulf War album released; critics ‘blown away’ 


Arch Simpson, a musician who 
served in Iraq for two years, has 
released an album with songs in- 
spired by the war and his home 
town of Big Lump in Texas. 

The album features covers of fa- 
mous songs, including hits by Mid- 
night Oil, U 2 , The Offspring, The 
Weather Girls, and Simple Minds. 

Critics have hailed the album 
as “the biggest Simpson since 
Ashlee Simpson” and "Simpson is 
following A1 Yanchovich through 
taking other people’s songs and 
crtidely changing certain words”. 


The tracks on this explosive al- 
bum and the originals are: 

• “Sweet Home Karradah Shar- 
qiyah "/"Sweet Home Alabama” 

• “Your Love Is Like a Hand Gren- 
ade”/“Your Love Is Like Fire” 

• “Who Let the Dogs Out” (dedi- 
cated to Abu Ghraib) 

• “Knockin’ on Civilians’ Doors”/ 
"Knockin' on Heaven’s Door” 

• “Brown-Skinned Girl”/“ Brown- 
Eyed Girl” 

• “Mosques Are Burning”/“Beds 
Are Burning” 

• “It’s Raining LimbsV’Tt's raining 


Men” 

• “What’s Allah Got to Do With It”/ 
“What’s Love Got to Do With It” 

• “Where the Streets Have No 
Buildings”/“Where the Streets 
Have No Name” 

• “Boom, Shake-Shake-Shake 
the Consulate”/“Boom, Shake- 
Shake-Shake the Room” 

• Without Legs, I Am Nothing”/ 
“Without Love I Am Nothing” 

• “Let’s Do the Gulf War Again”/ 
“Let’s Do the Time Warp Again” 

• “Fly Me to the World Trade 
CentreV'Fly Me to the Moon” 

am 
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Officers within the ANU Students’ Association 


THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL ELECTIONS 2006 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Nominations are hereby called for election to the following offices and positions within The Australian National University 
Students' Association: 


• President of the Association • Indigenous Officer 

• Vice President of the Association • Disabilities Officer (held individually or jointly) 

• General Secretary of the Association • International Students’ Officer 

• Treasurer of the Association • 14 General Representative positions to the SRC 

• Social Officer of the Association • 2 Faculty Representative positions to the FRC from 

• Sexuality Officer each Faculty of the University 

• Environment Officer • 1 Faculty Representative position to the FRC from each 

• Women’s Officer of the School of Art and the School of Music 

• Education Officer • 1 Editor of Woroni (who may be an individual or a 

group of individuals) 

The successful candidates will serve for one year from 1 December 2006. 

All ordinary members of the Association are eligible to nominate, second or be nominated for the positions of President, 
Vice President, General Secretary, Social Officer, Treasurer, Education Officer, Editor of Woroni, General Representative 
to the SRC and Environment Officer. The candidate for a position of Faculty Representative must be enrolled in the 
relevant Faculty or the School of Art or the School of Music. Candidates for the position of Sexuality Officer must be 
openly gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender, intersex or queer identifying. Only women shall vote or nominate for the 
position of Women's Officer, as per sections 3.1,2 and 3.1.3 of the ANUSA Constitution. Only Indigenous students shall 
vote or nominate for the position of Indigenous Officer. Only students with a disability shall vote or nominate for the 
position of Disabilities Officer. Only international students may vote or nominate for the position of International Students’ 
Officer. 

An ordinary member of the Association is any person enrolled at the ANU as an undergraduate and who has not written 
to the General Secretary of the Association specifically stating that he or she does not wish to be a member of the 
Association. 

The period for lodgement of nominations will commence at 10.00 am on Monday 31 July 2006 and end at 4.00 pm 
on Tuesday 15 August 2006. The period for ticket registration will commence at 10.00 am on Monday 31 July 
2006 and end at 4.00 pm on Friday 11 August 2006. 

The Returning Officer will maintain a Register of Ticket Names. Applications to register ticket names, signed by 5 or 
more ordinary members of the Association, will be accepted by the Returning Officer during the registration period. Only 
those ticket names that have been duly registered will appear on ballot papers. No person is entitled to apply for 
registration of a ticket name if that person has already applied for the registration of another ticket. Forms to register ticket 
names are available from the Council and Boards Secretariat, from the office of the Association or on the Internet at 
http://www.anu.edu.au/cabs/elections/anusa/index.html . 

All nominations, except for the position of Sexuality Officer, should be placed in the locked ballot box provided in the 
Council and Boards Secretariat, between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm on any week day during the period in which nominations 
are open. This office is located on the first floor of the Chancelry, Room 1.11. Nominations for the position of Sexuality 
Officer must be made in writing to the current Sexuality Collective. Candidates for this position must be openly gay, 
lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender, intersex or queer identifying. Once ratified by the Sexuality Department, these 
nominations must be forwarded to the Returning Officer. 

All nomination forms must include the signature of the nominator, a seconder, and the nominee. Nomination forms are 
available from the Council and Boards Secretariat, and the office of the Association or on the Internet at 
http://www.anu.edu.au/cabs/elections/anusa/index.html. Candidates in the election may indicate to the Returning Officer 
the ticket with which they are running, or that they are running as an independent. Where a candidate indicates on the 
nomination form that he/she is running as a candidate endorsed by a registered ticket, the Returning Officer shall verify 
this endorsement if at least one of the nominators is a signatory to the application to register the ticket name, or the 
Returning Officer receives notice of the endorsement from a signatory to the application to register the ticket name. 

The order of candidates on the voting paper will be determined on 1 8 August 2006 commencing at 1 1 .00 am, in the 
Ground Floor Conference Room of the Chancelry. 

Polling will be conducted between Monday 28 August 2006 and Thursday 31 August 2006, at the following locations: 
University Union (in Union Court) School of Art Gallery Foyer (adjacent to Chats) 

Monday 28 Aug 2006 12:30pm - 6:30pm Wednesday 30 Aug 2006 10:30am - 12:30pm 


Tuesday 29 Aug 2006 
Wednesday 30 Aug 2006 
Thursday 31 Aug 2006 


11:30am -4:30pm 
1:30pm -4:30pm 
10:30am -4:30pm 


The results of the election will be published on the Internet at the URL 

http://www.anu.edu.au/cabs/elections/anusa/index.html 

The Returning Officer is the Head of CABS and is independent of the ANUSA. 

The Returning Officer 

The Australian National University 
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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO THE MEETINGS OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF 

STUDENTS INC - 2006 

Nominations are hereby called for the election of Delegates to the meetings of National Conference of the National Union 
of Students Inc. 

The number of Delegates to be elected is 4. 

The successful candidates will serve for a term from the commencement of the Annual State Conference immediately 
following their election until the commencement of the next Annual State Conference following their election. 

Delegates to the meetings of National Conference of the National Union of Students Inc must be elected by and from, 
and must remain during their term, students represented by a Member Organisation or be full-time Office Bearers of a 
Member Organisation. No student may be elected as a Delegate to the National Conference by the students represented 
by a member Organisation, where that student has already been elected as a Delegate to the same National Conference 
by the students of another Member Organisation. 

The period for lodgement of nominations will commence at 10.00 am on Monday 31 July 2006 and cease at 
4.00 pm on Tuesday 15 August 2006. 

The Returning Officer will maintain a Register of Ticket Names. Applications to register ticket names, signed by 5 or 
more ordinary members of the Association, will be accepted by the Returning Officer during the registration period. Only 
those ticket names that have been duly registered will appear on ballot papers. No person is entitled to apply for 
registration of a ticket name if that person has already applied for the registration of another ticket. Forms to register 
ticket names are available from the Council and Boards Secretariat, from the office of the Association or on the Internet 
at http://www.anu.edu.au/cabs/elections/anusa/index. html. The period for ticket registrations will commence at 10.00 
am on Monday 31 July 2006 and cease at 4.00 pm on Friday 11 August 2006. 

All nominations should be placed in the locked ballot box provided in the office of the Head, Council and Boards 
Secretariat, between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm on any week day during the period in which nominations are open. This 
office is located on the first floor of the Chancelry, Room 1.11. 

All nomination forms must include the signature of the nominator, a seconder, and the nominee. Nomination forms are 
available from the office of the Council and Boards Secretariat, and the office of the Association or on the Internet at 
http://www.anu.edu.au/cabs/elections/anusa/index.html . Candidates in the election may indicate to the Returning Officer 
the ticket with which they are running, or that they are running as an independent, which will then appear on the voting 
paper beside their names. Where a candidate indicates on the nomination form that she/he is running as a candidate 
endorsed by a registered ticket, the Returning Officer shall verify this endorsement if at least one of the nominators is a 
signatory to the application to register the ticket name, or the Returning Officer receives notice of the endorsement from a 
signatory to the application to register the ticket name. 

The order of candidates on the voting paper will be determined on 18 August 2006 commencing at 1 1 .00 am, in the 
Ground Floor Conference Room of the Chancelry. 

Polling will be conducted between Monday 28 August 2006 and Thursday 31 August 2006, at the following locations: 


University Union (in Union Court) 


Monday 28 August 2006 
Tuesday 29 August 2006 
Wednesday 30 August 2006 
Thursday 31 August 2006 


12:30pm -6:30pm 
11:30am -4:30pm 
1:30pm -4:30pm 
10:30am -4:30pm 


School of Art Gallery Foyer (adjacent to Chats) 

Wednesday 30 August 2006 10:30am - 12:30pm 


Only ordinary members of the Association may vote or stand in this election. An ordinary member of the Association is 
any person enrolled at the ANU as an undergraduate and who has not written to the General Secretary of the Association 
specifically stating that they do not wish to be a member of the Association. 

The results of the election will be published on the Internet at the URL 




The Returning Officer is the Head of CABS and is independent of the ANUSA. 

The Returning Officer 

The Australian National University 
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ANU is one of the world's top ranking universities with five star rankings in staff qualifications, student-staff ratios and 
employment prospects * You can take advantage of mid-year entry opportunities and, in most cases, begin studying now. 

® Whether you are a new, deferred or mature age (over 21) student, you can enrol full-time or part-time 
• Enrol before 2007 and lock-in a 25% saving on HECS 
® You can transfer from another university into most programs 


ANU approved accommodation available for first year students from outside the^.Cari berra iodil arcSt; 
More information at http://www.anu.edu.au/ag ft -Cf 


Mid-year entry information at http://info.anu.edu.au/studyat/ 

International students must enroll on a full-time basis 


Make Woroni less boring! 


Clicked though it may sound, Woroni relies on 
students for its material. 'We can’t publish if 
you don’t submit stuff. 


woroni@anu.edu.au 



By Saturday, 5 th August 
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The start of semester two is as good an excuse as any to have 
another week long party 0 Week style... BUSH WEEK is back 
again with all the usual favourites, plus a few new MASSIVE 
events to ensure this year’s is the biggest on record. 
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Get your free ANUSA Bush Week 
t-shirt and program and plan 
your week’s social calendar. 

12:30pm - Free BBQ Lunch 
Enjoy a free BBQ lunch while 
signing up to bar crawl and trivia. 

a© 

12:30pm - Free Lunch 

Head to the law school for yet another 
free lunch with the LSS - and sigr'Pdp 
for the rest of the Bush Week events. 


07:00pm - Comedy & Karaoke 

Enjoy a laugh with the ANU 
Comedy Club and some 
professional funny people in the 
Uni Bar. Alter a few drinks during 
the comedy, the jokes continue 
with your best Barnesy, 

Kylie and Britney impressions 
in our karaoke. 
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ANU MID-YEAR ENTRY 
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